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Taboo
Alumni share 
about issues 

usually left unsaid.



Dear friends, 

If 2020 had a theme so far, it might 
be “hard conversations.”  I guarantee 
you I’ve had some conversations and 
asked some questions I never would 
have imagined when taking the WBU 
presidency.

• How do we transition classes, events 
and college life to an online format in 
the wake of a worldwide pandemic?

• How does Wayland overcome the 
financial challenges brought by the 
pandemic and today’s higher education 
climate?

• How do we prepare for the next 
full term with so many questions still 
swirling around? And how do we grow 
enrollment in such uncertain times?

• How do we combat the racial 
tensions and unrest present in our 
country, our communities and perhaps 
even on our campuses?

These are big questions, but be 
assured that Wayland leadership has 
been faithfully in prayer about the 
many challenges facing your university. 

Ultimately we know there is only One 
who has the answers we need.

A few years ago, you may recall that 
Wayland introduced a challenge for 
our employees and students called 
“Be the Solution.” In that initiative, we 
encouraged everyone to consider our 
own role in meeting the challenges in 
our campus community and beyond 
and take positive action. Ironically, 
we find ourselves issuing the same 
challenge as our world encounters 
continual turmoil. As alumni, we need 
your prayers and support now more 
than ever before.

In closing, I want to leave you with the 
statement we released in response 
to the death of George Floyd and our 
commitment to “be the solution.” I 
hope you’ll consider your role in that 
as well.

Many events occurring today serve to 
remind us that the issue of racism still 
remains among us. Racism in all of its 
forms is wrong, and we recognize there 
is so much more to be done. We must 
listen to each other. We are asking for 

God’s wisdom and guidance as we seek 
to address the issue of racism.

As Christians, we are called to live in 
peace and harmony with one another. 
We are also called to uphold what is 
right and just. Racism is sin and each 
of us should seek a path that is right 
and just through scripture reading and 
prayer, earnestly seeking God’s wisdom.

Wayland will continue to value real 
conversations that lead to change. 
We desire to be the hands and feet 
of Christ in a broken world. Wayland 
has a rich history of embracing 
change, including change related to 
racism. I pledge to you that in the 
coming weeks the Wayland Family 
will have meaningful conversations to 
further explore and understand these 
important issues and identify ways to 
make Wayland a place that will, to an 
even greater degree, shine an even 
brighter light in today’s world.

Best regards,

Bobby

the president’s pen

President 
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ta•boo or ta•bu [tuh-boo, ta-]

adjective

 1. proscribed by society as improper or unacceptable:

 2. prohibited or excluded from use or practice:

noun, plural ta·boos.

 3. a prohibition or interdiction of anything; exclusion from use or practice:

verb (used with object), ta·booed, ta·boo·ing.

 4. to put under a taboo; prohibit or forbid.

 5. to ostracize (a person, group, etc.):

Life can be hard. Bad choices, bad situations or just uncontrollable circumstances cause 
pain and anguish, sometimes for generations. And while in today’s society it may seem 
many are unafraid to speak their mind on whatever topic arises, there are some issues 
that remain largely unspoken. They’re taboo.

In the following pages, Wayland alumni share their personal stories of these difficult and 
timely issues and how they have seen good things come from the hurt.

2 We are Wayland



When Kristine Villalon walked across the stage in 
January to receive her Wayland diploma, it was the 
first of two graduations for the month. The first 

celebrated her degree in business. The second celebrated all the 
muck and the mire she’d come through to become what she is 
today.

Employed. Degreed. Clean. Sober. Saved.

Two years ago, none of those things could have described 
Kristine. She was an addict, in and out of jail and alone. Her 
children were taken away. Her relationships were broken. Her 
heart was hard. 

But God.

With help from the New Legacy Home for Women in Lubbock, 
Kristine is now a new woman in every sense of the word. And 
she’s on a path to success and fulfillment that she’s never 
enjoyed before.

“I have skills I will never unlearn and what I need to be able to get 
through life. I have a good support system and people that will 
always be in my life,” says Kristine, a 2019 graduate of Wayland’s 
Lubbock campus. “I don’t feel like the same person at all. I feel 
like the same car but with a brand new motor and a new paint 
job.”

The past is prologue

While Kristine’s future looks much brighter, her story is 
not complete without a glimpse at her past. In her eyes, 
the downward spiral started back in 2013 as she finished an 
associate’s degree at a local junior college, gave birth to her 
second child and then started taking classes full-time at another 
university to finish her bachelor’s degree. She was also working 
full-time, and the stress was weighing on her.

Kristine transferred to Wayland in 2014 for the smaller classes 
and easier access, familiar since her mother had attended earlier. 
But she brought with her more than just transcripts to the 
Lubbock campus: Kristine had a drug addiction. 

“I didn’t have time to do my homework with my work and 
school, so I started doing drugs to stay up all night and get 
my homework done,” she recalls. “I made good grades that 
semester, but then it stopped working, so I had to start using 
more and got addicted.”

In 2015, though only a few hours away from graduating, she lost 
her children through Children’s Protective Services and went 
into a deep depression. Along the way, she found an illegal game 
room in Lubbock and became addicted to gambling. Unable to 
pass her classes and with no money, she had to quit school.

The vicious cycle

“I couldn’t find a job since I was high all the time, couldn’t get up 
for work and couldn’t pass a drug test. I was really staying on the 
streets. So I started selling drugs and did that for a long time,” 
she recalls. “That became another addiction since I was making 
money.”

From Rock Bottom to New Life

“I don’t feel like the same person at all. 
I feel like the same car but with a brand 
new motor and a new paint job.”

Kristine Villalon enjoys some 
quiet time in the prayer room at 
New Legacy Home in Lubbock, 
where she spent 15 months 
building new skills for a life free 
from addiction.
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For three years, Kristine battled with CPS for her children, unable to 
keep a job or pass a drug test. She eventually signed over her parental 
rights to her mother for her daughter, and her mom took full-time 
temporary custody of her son. 

“I had ruined all my relationships and burnt so many bridges, and it was 
really hard. After I signed over my rights, I decided I couldn’t do this 
anymore,” says Kristine, who tried a recovery program in Plainview for 
40 days near the end of 2017 but said it was ineffective. “I came out 
and relapsed and used harder.”

The next six months were back to the streets, high on drugs and 
arrested numerous times due to her addictions. Once she was picked 
up for climbing fences and jumping roofs on strangers’ homes, a 
behavior she called “a death mission.” Finally, in July, she decided to 
stay in jail since she knew she’d end up back there eventually. Or wind 
up dead.

The turning point

“While I was there I got clean and I knew that New Legacy was going 
to be finished by October. I had first heard about it at the game room, 
then it came up again in jail,” she remembers. “I got an application 
and filled it out and got scared again. This was a longer program – 15 
months – but I was kind of at the end of my rope.

“I got down on my knees; I had nowhere else to turn. I didn’t have a 
relationship with God and didn’t grow up going to church a lot but I 
knew about Him. So I said, ‘OK, God, I’m just going to surrender to you 
and let you take control of my life.’”

Kristine’s plea was simple: if God wanted her in the New Legacy Home, 
she’d be out of jail by Oct. 1 so she could be one of their first residents. 
Her August court date got rescheduled, then she was awakened at 4 
a.m. on Oct. 1 to appear in court. She was released that day. God was 
working it all out.

She was interested in the program initially because it would allow her 
to begin seeing her daughter through the adoption agreement. She 
also liked that it was a brand new facility and the atmosphere was very 
homelike and welcoming. Since it was in Lubbock, her children would 
be able to visit as well. She had an interview a week after her release 

and got accepted the following week.

Kristine has nothing but praise for the place that was her home until 
January 16, when she graduated as one of the first two women to 
complete the program. During her time there, she received mentoring 
and love that helped her soften the hard parts of her heart. 

“The hardest part of being here is creating a new habit. It is a 15-month 
program, but the time is definitely needed. The hardest thing is that 
you’ve done so bad for so long, and changing 30 years of what you’ve 
always known to be is challenging,” she says. “The most important 
part of all is I have salvation and a relationship with God. I could do 
counseling or classes but you never really change unless you change 
from the inside out. I was able to do that here.”

The program includes classes to help women gain the skills they need 
to reenter the world and be productive. Classes covered parenting, 
healthy boundaries, and money management, one aspect Kristine said 
she direly needed. She was able to take a part-time job after three 
months in the program, and that morphed into a better full-time job 
for her last six months at New Legacy. Over the course of that year 
she’s gotten a used car, paid off debt, volunteered with the nearby 
Lubbock Dream Center and, probably most importantly, mended many 
broken relationships.

“God’s literally taken my heart of stone and turned it to a heart of flesh. 
I have feelings I’ve never had my whole life. I’ve always been really hard, 

really unhappy and didn’t care about anybody but myself,” said Kristine. 
“Another awesome thing is that I’ve gotten restoration. My relationship 
with my mom has been terrible and I just thought it was irreparable, 
but it has been restored. My job is close to where I will be living, and I 
will be able to get my kids back with me pretty soon.”

“OK, God, I’m just going to surrender to 
you and let you take control of my life.”
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Finishing the race

While all this transformation has been important for Kristine, finishing her Wayland degree was icing on the cake. And it 
didn’t come without some miracles of its own. She only lacked two classes to graduate, but funds were unavailable and 
Kristine would have to pay off her account balance to be able to re-enroll. It didn’t seem possible.

After a spring gala for the New Legacy Home, a donor who heard her story felt 
compelled to help. She sent the $3,500 needed to clear Kristine’s account and 
allow her to enroll. She got her financial aid reinstated for those final courses, but it 
would not cover the entire cost, and on her part-time salary it just wasn’t available. 
Another benefactor from the center stepped up and paid the $1,800 needed. 
Kristine was back in class.

“It kind of felt overwhelming to be back in school but it was also good. I had always been under the influence before 
but this time I did it sober and tired and working full-time and working the program here,” she says. “Now that I’ve gone 
through the program, I’m ready for any future that God has for me.”

“I’m ready for any future 
that God has for me.”

Addiction

3 in 4 of 
those 

struggle 
with alcohol 

use; 3 in 8 
with illicit 

drugs.

Addiction

9.2 million of 
people with 
substance 

abuse disorders 
also have a 

mental illness.

Addiction

15.9% of those 
with a substance 

abuse disorder 
use marijuana 
(up from 2017). 

Addiction

1 in 8 
struggled 
with both 

alcohol and 
illicit drugs..

Addiction

6.2% of those with 
a substance abuse 

disorder abuse 
psychotherapeutic 
drugs (down from 

2017).

Addiction

10.3 million 
people 

misuse opioid 
prescriptions 
(down from 

11.4 million in 
2017).

Addiction

19.3 million 
people in the 
US age 18 or 
older have a 

substance use 
disorder.

Source: 2018 statistics from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration, www.samhsa.gov

Kristine Villalon addresses guests at the graduation 
ceremony for New Legacy Home as one of the first 
two women to complete the program.
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infertility means

for many couples 
SILENT PAIN

Warren Camp cuts a sly smile at his wife Rachel and says, “She’s a 
planner.” Rachel just giggles and nods, admitting that she has always 
appreciated structure and order.

Yet neither of the Camps would have planned the roller coaster ride they’ve been 
on since they married in September 2009. At times fraught with pain and anger, 
at times with pure joy, the ride has been nothing like Rachel envisioned years ago, 
thanks to a condition called infertility.

While not a topic many like to discuss, infertility – defined by the American 
Society for Reproductive Medicine as the inability to conceive a child after one 
year – is actually a much more common issue than many realize. According to 
the ASRM, about 11-12 percent of couples have trouble getting pregnant, with 
many causes in both women and men contributing to the difficulty.

“We had talked about adopting even before we got married,” says Warren, who 
pastors the First Baptist Church in Fort Stockton, Texas. “Our plan was that we’d 
have biological children and then we would adopt after we got that practice set. 
That was our thought.”

The move to motherhood

The Camps met at Wayland’s Plainview campus during Rachel’s freshman year, 
dated for four years and earned their degrees together in May 2009. They 
married a few months later in September and moved to the DFW area for his 
seminary studies. Rachel worked as a teacher. A few years later, they began to 
want to start their family. But several months in, nothing was happening.

“We went in to get testing done and found out I had polycystic ovary syndrome, 
which many times causes no ovulation,” explained Rachel. “Our infertility 
treatment story lasted about two years from then.”

The next two years were an emotionally and physically difficult time, with a 
rigorous medication routine. Besides the personal toll, the couple’s financial 
limits were being stretched. Finally, in the summer of 2013, it all came to a halt 
while the couple was in Colorado for Warren to teach a camp.

“That week at camp, I needed to take a pregnancy test and it was negative. I 
was just done; I didn’t want to do it anymore. That month was our last one,” she 
recalls. 
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The adoption option

The Camps reached out to their pastor and his wife, friends of 
theirs who had adopted, and asked many questions. But it took 
some heart work as well.

“The Lord really started to bring adoption back up to our hearts. 
We’ve watched people younger than us walk through infertility 
and just be so hopeless and devastated. I had to keep myself from 
walking down that path because I am a woman and I should be able 
to bear children,” Rachel admits. “There were some times I would 
let my mind go to those places, but the Lord would say, ‘STOP; I 
know better and I have a plan.’ 

“What started going through my mind was that God’s plans are 
better than my dreams. It was my dream to get to see what a child 
between us would look like, and I had to give that to the Lord.”

Warren had to mentally prepare for the next steps as well. 

“I was growing a lot and learning a lot in that season while in 
seminary, and it was a lot of pouring from my own heart,” he said. 
“So that was a good forum for me to just say, ‘that’s not where 
your value comes from. I love you regardless of those things. God 
brought us together, and we’re doing what he called us to do so 
let’s keep doing that.’”

It was November 2013 when the Camps first called the Life Tree 
Agency in Dallas and spoke to the director, Robin. The couple was 
open to babies of any ethnicity, and Robin told them a baby was 
coming in February if they had an interest. Since they hadn’t even 
filed an application, Rachel admitted they didn’t think much about it. 

The couple set out on a fundraising campaign, selling t-shirts and 
asking friends to pray. They drove to Dallas in January 2014 to turn 
in their first application, and Robin mentioned the baby coming 
soon again. She needed an answer in just a few days.

The pace quickens

“Most people we talked to told us it might be a year, so we expected 
we were at the beginning of a long journey,” Warren recalls. “I think 

we knew our answer but we just needed a little more prodding. We 
were affirmed by two different men in two different places that 
day.”

The couple fasted and prayed separately and then agreed: they 
would say yes. The next few weeks were a furious race to paint and 
furnish a nursery, purchase a car seat and skim quickly through 
parenting books. 

On the 12th of February, Rachel got the call to head to Dallas. 
Hudson Scheley Camp was born around 9:20 that night, and their 
first meeting was magical.

“We were just sitting in the waiting room, and we looked out the 
window and this nurse is holding a baby. We ran out there and she 
said, ‘Here’s your son.’ We just stared at him and cried,” Rachel 
recalls. “We didn’t have to part from him after that. The birth 
parents kissed him, told him they loved him and said they were 
done. I’m excited to tell Hudson that they did care about him. I want 
our kids to know that their birth parents loved them enough to give 
them life.”

Two days later, after waiting the required 48 hours by Texas law for 
birth parents to sign away their rights, the Camps took their baby 
boy home. Six months later, a court hearing made it official, and 
Warren and Rachel are listed as Hudson’s birth parents. 

“It’s so cool how adoption paints such a picture of the gospel. 
People have their own biological children and they can place them 
at any time. But we would be in big trouble if we tried to place 
our children because they have become legally ours, and we have 
pledged to love them the rest of our lives,” he explains. “It’s a 
picture of God giving up his flesh and blood to secure people for 
himself.”

“‘Here’s your son.’ We just 
stared at him and cried.”

Warren and Rachel Camp prepare to watch 
Adeline being delivered.

Warren and 
Rachel Camp 
meet baby 
Hudson for the 
first time.
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Growing the family

Two years later, the Camps thought they’d try their hand at fertility 
treatments again, now seeing an Amarillo doctor near their home in 
the Panhandle. Though assured of success, three rounds of a more 
invasive and costly procedure had the same impact: negative pregnancy 
tests. They headed back to Life Tree in February 2016 with another 
application. 

Quickly matched with a birth mother, they thought lightning might 
strike twice. But the mom changed her mind after delivering. While 
disappointed, the Camps said the agency had seen red flags and they 
had a peace about the situation.

In July, another phone call came inviting them to meet a birth mother, 
who chose the couple quickly and asked Rachel to be there for her 
C-section. On Sept. 2, they were in the hospital prepping to meet 
their little girl. A kind nurse invited Warren to join them, so the couple 
witnessed Adeline Rae come into the world that day. The next 48 hours, 
Rachel shared a hospital room with the birth mother, holding the baby 
skin-to-skin and just talking to her. After the waiting period was up, the 
now family of four came home.

And in February 2020, the Camps brought home a third child, a son 
named Owen William, also a unique and quick process. The Camps 
are quick to point out that every adoption story is different, and their 
biggest blessing has been to point out God’s goodness and grace 
through this entire process.

“You were made for God and his glory, to be satisfied in him and to 
glorify him and enjoy him forever, as the Westminster catechism says. 
Those things help us remember that’s what life is for,” Warren says. 
“Even now, this story gives us the opportunity not to selfishly lean in 
and just say we have our family but this is for God’s story and God’s 
glory and it’s about what He’s doing in the world.”

Rachel adds that while the end result has been a beautiful family, the 
pain she endured has been worth it in the end. 

“Being on this side of it and looking back, the Lord so knew what He 
was doing. Obviously,” she laughs. “This has only been the Lord. We 
haven’t done any of this because we’re good people. We serve a really 
big God, and 
we’re trying to be 
obedient to him.” “We serve a really big 

God, and we’re trying 
to be obedient to Him.”

The Camp family joins for a group photo shortly 
after bringing home Owen in February.
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Source: American Society for Reproductive Medicine

Infertility

Infertility 
affects men 
and women 

equally.

Infertility

In the U.S., 
about 11% 
of couples 

have trouble 
conceiving 
after one 

year.

Infertility

In 25% of 
infertile 
couples, 

more than 
one factor 

contributes to 
their status.

Infertility

Most infertility 
cases - 85% 
to 90% - are 

treated with 
conventional 

medical 
therapies such 

as medication or 
surgery.

Infertility

Smoking 
and either 
low or high 
weight can 
be factors 

decreasing 
fertility.

Infertility

In about 40% 
of cases, the 
male partner 
is either the 
sole cause or 

a contributing 
cause of 
infertility

Infertility

Infertility often 
creates one 
of the most 

distressing life 
crises that a 

couple has ever 
experienced 

together.

The Camp children, Adeline, 
Hudson and Owen, share some 
sibling time.
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Alums keep  

unit rolling in 
San Antonio

Ernie Stevens and Joe Smarro get out of their police 
car with caution, moving toward the young woman 
standing astride the railing on a highway bridge. She is 

clearly distraught. 

“I’m Ernie, and this is Joe. He’s one of my best friends in 
the world. Let me ask you a question…”

“Don’t hurt me. I’m a suicidal drug addict. I can’t think right 
now,” says the woman, in tears.

“We can help you with that. Will you come over here and 
let me talk to you?  I promise I can help you.”

“You can’t help me. I’m broken,” she sobs. 

“You might be broken, but you’re fixable,” replies Ernie. 
“Today’s a bad day for you. But let’s work on getting better 
today and we can take it one day at a time.”

That 2017 bridge conversation with Kendra might have 
ended much more tragically had the two officers that 
arrived on the scene not been well-trained like Ernie and 
Joe. That entire encounter – and the fact that Kendra is 
now living a healthy and productive life – is proof that their 
work is vitally needed. 

“You might be broken, 
but you’re fixable.”

MENTAL HEALTH

Ernie Stevens and 
Joe Smarro
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The pair of San Antonio police officers serve in a strategic role as part 
of the department’s mental health unit, responding specifically to calls 
that involve someone in a mental health crisis. Since these are usually 
not criminal cases, these highly trained officers are able to get help for 
those in crisis without any further trauma. 

A new venture is born

Both graduates of Wayland’s San Antonio campus, Ernie and Joe 
were working as patrolmen for the SAPD when Ernie attended a 2003 
crisis intervention training hosted by the Houston police. He enjoyed 
learning about mental health, and in 2005 he became one of the 
first instructors of the course locally. That spurred a dream about a 
dedicated mental health unit of their own.

“The PD had not yet taken advantage of the crisis intervention training 
at this point, so the outcomes would vary when dealing with mental 
health patients. I wanted to shift that and provide good training so 
that a mother or father or loved one wouldn’t be scared to call the 
police to their home, worried that their loved one might be killed in 
this contact,” says Ernie. “We are the seventh largest city in the U.S., 
and the stats from the National Alliance on Mental Illness is that 1-in-4 
people have a mental health diagnosis. So we have a large part of our 
population that go through emotional disturbances and many of them 
call the police. It just made sense.”

After immersing himself in the mental health community – including 
joining NAMI and their board – Ernie started knocking on the police 
chief’s door about starting the unit. When contacts from within the 
community also shared the need, he got results.

The unit officially started in December 2008, with Ernie becoming 
one of the first officers assigned to it. When it was opened to more 
officers, Joe interviewed and was added quickly. A partnership was 
soon born, and the two began hitting the streets together, building a 
lifelong friendship and making an impact in their city in a totally new 
way. Today, the unit has 10 officers, two detectives and a supervisor.

“For us, 100 percent of the calls we go to are someone in emotional 
disturbance, so it’s easy for us to know this person is in crisis and I can 

shift how I respond a certain way,” says Joe, a military veteran who 
admits his own history of childhood abuse and trauma has given him a 
different perspective while on the job. 

Serving their own

While there has been a recognizable change in the conversation about 
mental illness over the past decade or so, the officers say the shift 
is slow. Once their work became all about changing the narrative of 
police encounters with the mentally ill, another disturbing trend came 
to the forefront.

“What we found out very quickly is that we were going to be utilized 
within our own department because a lot of officers take their lives. 
Officers kill themselves at a rate of 4 to 1 of being killed in the line 
of duty nationwide,” said Ernie. “In a 16-month period, we had three 
officer suicides in our department, and we wanted to try to get ahead 
of this and get officers to come forward and not hide when they were 
struggling with issues.” 

The pair began teaching an in-service class required for every SAPD 
officer to maintain certification and licensing. In that class, participants 

talk about coping skills and what it means to ask for and receive help. 
They could assure officers that they would not be in trouble if they 
came forward. They began to see more officers reach out, and that has 
had a positive impact on the department as well.

“Officers kill themselves at a rate 
of 4 to 1 of being killed in the line 
of duty nationwide.”

Ernie Stevens and Joe Smarro head to 
their next mental health call in the city.
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Their typical work with the mental health unit began to morph 
as Ernie began traveling to other police departments and 
community organizations about the crisis intervention training. 
They also welcomed officers from across the country to take the 
training locally and see how San Antonio is tackling the issues. 
Communication, they shared, was key.

“We do a lot of tours at the local mental health authority about 
how we get our law enforcement to actually talk with our local 
mental health authority; so many of them clash,” Ernie says. “There 
has to be communication, and you have to bridge the gap to be 
successful. The local MHA plays such an important role in recovery 
and treatment and wrap-around services, but the police and fire are 
the ones responding to it on the street. So there needs to be a good 
warm handoff and working together.”

With growing requests for training outside the department, Joe 
started a consulting business in 2017 to offer other organizations 
the crisis training along with practical tips on getting it started in 
their communities. He enjoys being able to share their wisdom and 
help other departments and the freedom of doing it on his own.

The audience expands

The mental health unit was getting attention locally even in its early 
days, and the team even hosted a ride-along with Byron Pitts from 
Nightline for an episode that aired three times in one year. Then 
writer Anne Snyder of The Atlantic interviewed the pair for a 2016 
story called “Policing with Velvet Gloves.” The story reached Jen 
McShane, a filmmaker from Connecticut, who immediately reached 
out for a ride-along request. 

“She had no camera but she thought it was important to establish 
a rapport and feel out the process. She came down and started 
riding with us in 2016 and said after the first day she knew there was 
going to be some kind of story here,” recalls Ernie. “She liked the 
collaboration between the police department and the community 
and the stakeholders involved here in what we do with mental 
health, and she wanted to tell the story.”

With permission from the department, Jen sent a film crew from 
Austin to follow Ernie and Joe on shifts, and they spent three years 
making random visits to capture their work. The editor ended up 

Ernie Stevens and Joe 
Smarro appeared at several 
film festivals promoting the 
documentary streaming 
through HBO.
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with 300 hours of footage, and the final product was a 94-minute 
documentary titled appropriately “Ernie and Joe: Crisis Cops.”

Joe added that Jen had total creative control over what was used in 
the movie. And they were pleased with the outcome.

“She got signed waivers from people and was careful about who she 
was using and making sure she visited them multiple times. To get 
the dash-cam footage, the department wouldn’t release it to her but 
to Kendra, and she got it released to Jen. The people she knew were 
very sick and not willing to sign with the right mind, she would blur 
their faces,” he recalls. “In the timing of it, there was nothing truly 
catastrophic that happened that she had to capture. We couldn’t 
predict things that would happen.”

When the film was completed, Jen sold the rights to HBO for three 
years, and the documentary remains available to stream on their HBO 
Go platform after several airings in late 2019. Her goal is to get grant 
funding to include the film in outreach to every police academy and 
political office across the country.

Hard but rewarding work

While the film highlights the hard work that Ernie and Joe encounter 
daily, it also points out their off-time activities that help them 
decompress from what can be emotionally exhausting work. Ernie 
loves to work out and is active in his church, Calvary Chapel. Joe golfs 
and took up painting for the therapeutic value. Both credit family with 

helping them refocus and remain positive. Both are back at Wayland 
for graduate school as well.

But it’s no secret the work – and the film – has changed them deeply.

“I don’t think any of us ever thought this would be an Oscar thing but 
that it would somehow change how law enforcement interacts with the 
community. Period,” Joe said, noting that Jen took them to several film 
festivals to promote the documentary just after its release. “What has 
been incredible that we’ve learned through doing these film festivals 
has been people truly feeling connected to the film.”

“It’s been very gratifying to reach people through these film festivals. 
I have people call me and tell me the most intimate things and I’m a 
total stranger,” adds Ernie. “That’s the power of the film; it allows that 
person to feel like they have a connection with you and are able to 
share the most intimate moments.”

It’s no secret the work – and the 
film – has changed them deeply.

SAPD officer Joe Smarro creates 
rapport with a subject in a scene 
from the documentary “Ernie & 
Joe: Crisis Cops.” Summer 2020 13



Mental Health

Mental Health

Source: National Alliance 
of Mental Illness,  
www.nami.org 

1 in 5 US adults 

experience mental 

illness each year (1 

in 25 have serious 

illnesses).
Anxiety disorders account for about 19% and depression another 7% of mental illnesses reported each year.Mental Health

1 in 6 US youth 

aged 6-17 

experience a 

mental health 

disorder each year.

Mental Health
50% of all lifetime 
mental illness 

begins by age 14 
and 75% by age 24.

Mental Health
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and federal prison 
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19% of US adults with mental illness also have a substance abuse disorder.
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get treatment in 
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treatment.



Chris Schlegel
Initially, Chris Schlegel said he had no intention of finishing 
his college degree. With his first experience out of high 
school less than stellar, he followed that with a 30-year 
career in the U.S. Navy that was much more successful.

But when his wife Patty Roebuck enrolled at Wayland’s 
Hawaii campus in 2013 to finish her bachelor’s degree, his 
tune began to change.

“She would come home and tell me about this course and 
was so excited, and I got jealous,” laughs Chris, who now 
lives in Montgomery, Texas. “I got jealous that she was going 
to class, having fun and learning something that I had only 
ever heard one way my entire life.”

Chris explained that Patty’s first Bible courses were the 
source of great discussion but also great enlightenment 
as both were raised Catholic and had not studied the 
scriptures in such a setting. Hearing what she was learning 
raised his curiosity. He also knew his military retirement was 
approaching and he’d be looking for civilian work. A degree 
couldn’t hurt.

A few months later he enrolled at Wayland and set about 
to finish his degree in only a year, taking four classes per 
term that first few terms. He graduated in 2015 a few 
months after Patty. By then, she was already into her 
master’s degree work and the story repeated itself.

“I started looking at the job market and thinking if I really 
want to get my leg in the door and not just my foot, a 
master’s would be beneficial,” explained Chris, who then 
enrolled for the Master of Management degree in 2016, 
finishing that degree in 2017 just as he was about to 
retire.

Chris and Patty are enjoying military retirement after 
both serving 30 years, and he is working in a project 
management role with Entergy, an energy company 
based in New Orleans, doing much the same work he 
did in the Navy. But following in his wife’s educational 
footsteps is not over.

As Patty was working her way through the Doctor of 
Management program with Wayland, Chris decided he 
might jump in as well.

“I know how the program is run from an outsider’s 
perspective. I love the subject material, which is 
management and leadership and things that I am involved 
in my whole life,” says Chris. “I got in (to my company) 
because they were looking for people from the outside to 
do internal assessment but they didn’t have those skill sets 
and I did. Now I’m in, and I realize I need a bigger toolbox to 
reach into to help influence change across the organization 
in a positive manner. I need to expand my skill set.”

Chris says he misses the classroom, even if it is online, and 
he and Patty have a love for Wayland that has meant great 
loyalty.

“(Wayland) is something we’ve become very proud of 
and it has been such a blessing to us,” Chris says. “We 
keep coming back because we know the faculty and their 
dedication to the students.”

Classes for the Doctor of Management program at Wayland 
started in summer 2016 and several cohorts have already 
graduated. It is considered more of a practical degree for 
participants, preparing graduates for roles in consultation 
or in complex management roles. 

Student Spotlight

Chris visits with 
unusual guests at 
his master’s degree 
graduation in Hawaii.
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Ministry takes 
on a new 
look during 

covid-19
The challenges of the Coronavirus pandemic have struck 

everyone, but perhaps none are feeling it exactly like the 
world’s ministers. Forced to close doors and conduct services 

via technology or other means, churches are having to be creative to 
continue their work.

Fortunately, that’s nothing new for Stephen Trainer and his family, 
church planters in New York City with the Graffiti Fellowship 
Church. In February, Stephen’s ministry looked vastly different than 
it does now, but Graffiti is continuing to make a big impact on their 
neighborhood.

“God impressed us very early on that we needed to go to a place 
where other people are not called. We are serving in Coney Island, 
one of the three most impoverished communities in NYC,” says 
Stephen, a 2014 graduate of WBUOnline, and executive pastor since 
2015. “Our folks are largely the homeless, near homeless, chemically 
addicted, with a little mental illness sprinkled in there.

“How do you come to one of the most impoverished communities and 
make the gospel available? You have to meet the need first. When the 
base survival needs are unmet, that’s all people can focus on. We can’t 
just go out on the street and tell people they need Jesus. They DO 
need Jesus. But when you meet that need first, now you have a place to 
move forward from and a relationship.”

Taking it to the streets

In post-COVID Coney Island, that has meant shifting their three-times-
weekly community meals from a congregational gathering to sack 
lunches delivered in person to members and others on the streets. And 
with the jobless rates up and poverty soaring, that has also grown to an 
everyday activity. 

“A lot of our folks are just out on the streets, so I know what bus stops 
to find people at because they don’t have anywhere else to go. We’ve 
been just making the rounds in the neighborhood, just meeting the 
immediate needs for our folks and the community,” Stephen said, 
noting that the delivery consists of a sack lunch, a face mask (now 
mandated by the state for those in public) and sanitary hand wipes.

He’s also ramped up outreach efforts in partnership with a group called 
Guardian Angels NYC, a volunteer group started in 1979 to patrol the 
transit system in an effort to curtail crime. While Stephen has been 
working with the group for a few years, he’s spent more time of late 
alongside them taking meals and ministering to those who call the 
subways and train stations their home.

“These folks are at great risk for a number of things during the best of 
times, but think of their vulnerability during this pandemic,” Stephen 
says. “The PSAs that go out are reminding us how to properly wash 
our hands, but what about those without access to running water and 
soap? Life was hard for these folks before Coronavirus, and now it’s 
even harder.”

Taking the faith leap

Serving a challenged population in an area where poverty and crime 
are common is not something Stephen ever imagined as a young man, 
but it’s where he feels that God has planted him. But he admits not 
everyone had that confidence.

“We can’t just go out on the street 
and tell people they need Jesus.”

Stephen Trainer partners with 
Guardian Angels NYC to deliver 
food to the homeless living on 
subway trains.
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“Some very smart people that I respect a great deal told us early on 
that it was the wrong community to plant a church… it was too poor, 
too dangerous. We disagreed and said this is where God is calling us; 
we’re trusting God to bring the miracle,” he says. “To be able to gather 
40 believers who have come from a place of perceived hopelessness 
in an environment that others said was impossible, we’re really 
celebrating what God has done and will do.”

Building on his background in education, their first step on arriving in 
Brooklyn was to start Graffiti Ministries Learning Center. Since at least 
half of the adults in the neighborhoods lack a high school diploma, the 
family felt meeting that need was crucial to building relationships and 
opening the door for the gospel. The center offers GED classes that 
last ten months or more, as well as English language classes that run 
in shorter cohorts based on skill levels. They also offer programming 
for children, both during school and in a day camp format during the 
summer months. All of these have had to transition to online formats 
during the quarantine, but the needs are being met as best they are 
able. 

Graffiti Fellowship Church has not had such an easy transition. Since 
most of Stephen’s congregation are homeless or near homeless, their 
access to technology is severely limited, and most simply are unable to 
live-stream an hour church service. Stephen’s recently added teaching 
pastor, Matthew Galyon, has begun recording short devotional 
segments on videos uploaded to Facebook. A musician records brief 
worship interludes, and the staff hosted a “virtual prayer walk” of the 
community on Facebook recently as well. 

“We know all of our folks aren’t connected, so we’re going really old 
school now… making phone calls, sending stuff out in snail mail, and 
delivering items,” Stephen notes. 

Journey to the call

Life as he now knows it is a far cry from Stephen’s childhood as the 
son of a military father who moved often. Eventually, he found himself 
in Weatherford, Texas. 

“I wasn’t raised in a Christian household, but I believe God brought me 
to north Texas to hear the Gospel. I was discipled by some churches 
there as a young man,” Stephen recalls, noting that family in New York 
meant regular visits there.

“I spent so much time (in New York) and began to view the city 
through a lens of faith. God used that to help me understand how 

needed the gospel is here… and how much kingdom impact the gospel 
can have here. This is one of the most strategic cities with a unique role 
to play. That set us on a trajectory of planting a church here in 2015.”

Prior to that, Stephen was teaching automotive technology at 
Weatherford High School and serving bivocationally in youth ministry. 
That’s when he stumbled upon Wayland in pursuit of teaching 
certification. 

“Wayland was one of the few alternative teacher certificate programs I 
could find in Texas,” notes Stephen. “I had such a good experience with 
them that I decided to stay on and finish my undergrad with Wayland.”

Stephen is currently pursuing a master’s degree in public 
administration at Baruch College. He and his wife Carrie have three 
sons – Ryan, 10, Liam, 7, and Sean, 4 – and are expecting a baby girl in 
September. The entire family is involved in ministry, with the boys even 
helping assemble sack lunches each morning before Stephen delivers 
them to members.

Once the city opens back up to public gatherings, Stephen will oversee 
the opening of another branch church in nearby Brownsville. To learn 
more about Graffiti Fellowship and their ministry work, visit  
https://graffitifellowship.org/.

Sean Trainer, 4, helps 
prepare sack lunches 
for the homeless.
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Morgan Bennett
Morgan Bennett made a name for herself on the basketball 
court at Wayland, setting a new school record for career 
assists and leading the Flying Queens to four NAIA national 
tournament appearances, reaching the quarterfinals her 
sophomore season.

What many people don’t know, however, is that Morgan 
also flourished in the classroom. An animal lover, Bennett 
conducted personal research on the Painted Bunting — a 
colorful bird that can be found in Caprock Canyons State 
Park.

Morgan managed to balance athletics and the classroom, 
graduating in four years with a biology degree. She is 
enrolled in a doctoral program for veterinary medicine 
at Colorado State University. Morgan’s dream is to be a 
veterinarian for race horses.

Our goal is to have at least 10% 
of our alumni participate in the 
campaign during 2020. We need 
everyone’s help in completing 
these important projects!

Your Wayland education is important 
to you. You learned from committed 
professors. You grew and stretched 
yourself. You made lifelong friends.

And now, you have the power to ensure 
that more students get to enjoy that same 
Wayland experience in the same special 
places. You are a vital part of our Wayland 
family, and now we need your help to 
welcome more students to the WBU 
family through the Impact 2020 campaign.

Our most pressing need is to complete 
the building project that will provide a 
safe, secure, state-of-the-art environment 
to foster learning in mathematics and the 
sciences. You can also help our decorated 
student athletes by contributing to 
a new training facility. Or maybe you 
prefer to generously support operating 
funds to keep the Wayland experience 
going strong. To help us meet the many 
challenges that threaten higher education 
today.

If you believe in the power of Christian 
education like we do, join us in supporting 
Wayland today. You are critical to our 
mission. You can make a huge impact 
on the lives of students – our future. As 
alumni, you represent what is best about 
WBU: commitment, loyalty, goodness, 
faithfulness and compassion. Your 
generosity will make a better today for 
students like these, so they can make 
tomorrow better for us all.

Josh Wynn
Morgan 
Bennett

’20
TEN 
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Joshua Wynn
When Joshua Wynn first set foot on campus, he wasn’t 
sure what he wanted to study. He was visiting Wayland 
during a preview day and didn’t have much time to preview 
academics prior to heading home to San Antonio. 

While standing in line at one academic table, waiting his 
turn, Joshua’s mother encouraged him to change lines and 
talk to the science professors at the geology table. The rest 
was, as they say, history  — or maybe sediment. 

At Wayland, Joshua was a cornerstone of the geology 
program, earning numerous research grants and presenting 
his research at state and national conferences.

Joshua graduated with a double major in geology and 
mathematics with a perfect 4.0 grade point average. He 
was the highest ranking graduate in May 2020, and will 
continue his education, earning a full scholarship to Texas 
A&M to pursue a master’s degree.

Kyle Rickman
Kyle originally came to Wayland to play football for the 
Pioneers, but was sidelined by injury. The offensive lineman 
stayed in the game, however, as a student athletic trainer.

He also made the most of his education, majoring in both 
chemistry and mathematics. Rickman conducted research 
on knot theory which he presented at various conferences. 
While a student, Kyle landed an internship where his work 
impressed his bosses so much that they hired him. 

After graduating in December 2019, Kyle 
started work as an analytical nuclear 

chemist for URENCO USA, a global 
energy company.

Morgan McIntosh
Morgan was involved in all aspects of student life at 
Wayland. She was a student athletic trainer and a member 
of Alpha Chi National Honor society. She participated in 
Baptist Student Ministries and the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes. Morgan was a student worker in the registrar’s 
office, participated in the Miss Wayland scholarship 
pageant and served as a President’s Ambassador.

Morgan completed her bachelor’s degree in May 2020, 
graduating Summa Cum Laude. She will continue her 
education in the Doctor of Physical Therapy program 
at Hardin-Simmons University where she will learn from 
another Wayland alum, Dr. Jacob Brewer.

Krista Epley
Krista came to Wayland to play volleyball. Her career on 
the court was short, however, as injury prevented her from 
completing her first season. But she stayed at Wayland, 
focusing on academics and earning a degree in biology.

Krista was a member of the Texas Academy of Sciences, 
American Chemical Society and the Gamer’s Guild. She also 
conducted and presented student research. 

She graduated Summa Cum Laude with a perfect 4.0 grade 
point average in December 2019. She was the highest 
ranking graduate in her class. Krista is enrolled in Physical 
Therapy School at Angelo State University.

Kyle Rickman Morgan McIntosh Krista Epley



Wayland’s next homecoming celebration will take on a 
new shape as it moves back to the spring semester in 
conjunction with basketball season. The weekend will take 

place Feb. 19-20, 2021, with classes ending in 0 and 1 being honored.

That’s not the only change to the reunion schedule, as a new Fall Fling 
event will be featured for 2020, offering alumni another opportunity 
to revisit the campus and gather with friends in a less structured 
format. The date for the first such event will be Saturday, Nov. 7, with 
the centerpiece being the home football game against Texas Wesleyan, 
followed by the tradition-rich Miss Wayland pageant that evening. 

“We’ve been talking for a few years about moving homecoming back to 
February and basketball season, and our alumni have been quite vocal 
in their requests for that move,” said Teresa Young, director of alumni 
relations. “I think by adding a special day in the fall, that will open up 
more opportunities for alumni to enjoy being with the Wayland family. 
While we always welcome alums to come to the campus, having an 
event set aside just for them makes it all the more special.”

Homecoming 2021 will kick off on campus officially on Monday, Feb. 15 
with activities for students each of the weekdays. Thursday night will 
feature a double-header in Hutcherson Center before alumni begin 
arriving Friday.

Many of the traditional homecoming events will be included: chapel 
on Friday morning, Friday guest lectures and visitation reception 
for alumni, campus tours, the evening banquet with alumni awards 
presentations and International Choir mini-concert. But Saturday will 
take on a different look as the pre-game palooza activities move to 
the front lawn of Hutcherson Center, including free food and bounce 
houses, giveaways at the Alumni tent and games outside. Then alumni 
will head inside the Hutch for doubleheader basketball featuring our 
Flying Queens and Pioneers, complete with Homecoming King and 
Queen crowning and recognition of honorees.

Two other big changes to the weekend will include a Friday evening 
variety show spearheaded by the School of Music and a Saturday 
evening student talent show sponsored by the Student Alumni Council. 
Alumni will serve as judges as students compete for scholarship prizes 
in this fun event that is sure to be a crowd pleaser for alumni and 
current students.

“We’re excited to have two new events that will showcase the talented 
folks we have on our campus, both as students and as faculty,” said 
Young. “It’s no secret that Wayland has lots of talent, so we want our 
alumni to enjoy a little more of that while they are here.”

As is tradition, alumni awards will be presented at the Friday night 
homecoming banquet, and nominations remain open for alumni to 
nominate a deserving person for such honors. The full description of 
awards, a nomination form and links to previous years’ winners can 
be found on the alumni website at www.wbualumni.com. Deadline to 
nominate for 2021 will be Nov. 1, 2020.

The Pioneers of Promise Awards, given to Plainview campus students 
by academic school, will be featured as well as the Alumnus of the Year, 
chosen from the awards across each Wayland campus through 2020.

Fall Reunion Opportunity Added

The Fall Fling event is aimed heavily at young alumni with families to 
enjoy a free day with the Wayland family, enjoying Pioneer football and 
the pre-game activities that have traditionally been favorites, such as 
Alumni Tent giveaways and games, bounce houses for children and 
more. That morning will include the Athletic Hall of Honor Induction 
and a continental brunch at the Jimmy Dean Museum for early guests 
and a brief program on campus updates from the alumni office. The 
museums will be open for tours before guests head to Bulldog Stadium 
for game-day fun. The day is rounded out with the annual Miss Wayland 
scholarship pageant in Harral Auditorium, also free for Fall Fling guests 
and a great way to cheer on some talented students.

“We really hope our alumni with children will take advantage of a 
chance to introduce their kids to the Wayland traditions and enjoy a 
fun day in the campus and community with little expense,” says Young. 
“Our legacy students are so special to us, and we want to get to know 
them earlier. Events like this help us introduce Wayland to future 
Pioneers in a fun, informal way.”

Information on both events is up on the alumni website at  
wbualumni.com, along with a form to reserve your place. For more 
information, reach out to the alumni office at (806) 291-3600.

Junior Savannah Ramirez and 
Senior Denzel Bradford were 
named the 2019 Homecoming 
Queen and King.Homecoming 

shifts to 
SPRING
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Friday, Feb. 19:

10 a.m.: Registration begins outside Harral Auditorium

11 a.m.: Chapel service with panel discussion

Noon: Golden Anniversary luncheon, UC 211 (free for Class of 1970 & 71 
and previous, $10 others)

1-5 p.m.: Homecoming Headquarters open in Gates Hall foyer 
(registration, information, campus tours departing every half-hour 
from 2 p.m.-4:30 p.m.)

1:30 p.m.: Math and Sciences guest lecture

1-4 p.m.: Campus tours, museum and gallery visits

2:30-4:30 p.m.: All Class Come and Go Reception, President’s House 
Bed & Breakfast

6 p.m.: Homecoming banquet with alumni awards presentations, $15 
per person

8 p.m.: Variety Show hosted by School of Music

9:30 p.m.: Bonfire and pep rally, Moody Marsh, followed by S’Moresfest

Saturday, Feb. 20:

8:30 a.m.-Noon: Homecoming Headquarters open

9:30 – 11 a.m.: Young Alumni Coffee and Convo

10 a.m. International Choir Mini-Concert and Reunion

Noon: Pioneer Palooza on the Hutcherson lawn (free food, games for 
kids and families, alumni tent with treats and prize drawings, bouncers, 
etc.)

2 p.m. Queens and Pioneer Basketball doubleheader, Hutcherson 
Center (includes crowning of homecoming king and queen, intro of 
athletic honorees and alumni honorees)

8 p.m.: Wayland’s Got Talent student talent show

Homecoming 2021 Schedule:

homewayland homecoming 2021

Teresa Young and alumni board VP Olivia 
Adams present the award for Distinguished 
Benefactors to Belva and Vernon Stokes.

President Dr. Bobby Hall dedicates 
the endowed scholarship in the name 
of Dr. Vaughn and Johnene Ross 
( left) during the banquet.

Hall of Honor guests Marsha Sharp, Betty Ransom Cagle, Dean and Jo Ann Weese visit after 
the ceremony inducting the Flying Queens from 1947-82 during homecoming.

Former Flying Queen Rosemary Bowser ( left) and family members enjoy the reception 
at the home of Dr. and Mrs. Bobby Hall following the Hall of Honor reception.
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COVID outbreak sends classes online, 
cancels events 
What transpired in the Spring of 2020 was like 
nothing that has happened before at Wayland. 
Even the influenza outbreak of 1918 didn’t have the effect 
of catapulting higher education to a totally new place, 
resulting in a semester that will long be remembered as 
one of uncertainty and change.

Around mid-March, COVID-19 thrust higher education 
into a new realm of delivery as classes went completely 
online. Wayland was well positioned for the change as the 
university had been offering online education since 1997. 
With spring break just around the corner, the decision was 
made to resume classes after the break in an online format. 
Students packed for home, some for the very last time. 

As students of all campuses enjoyed spring break, many 
states and cities were issuing stay-at-home orders to 
prevent the spread of the coronavirus. Authorities began 
releasing restrictions for public meeting places, including 
churches and funeral homes. 

With no face-to-face classes taking place across the 
system and a slew of ever-changing restrictions coming 
down from the government, Wayland canceled many of its 
student, alumni and development events in various cities 
for the spring and early summer, including spring break 
mission trips and the summer Kaleo program. Graduation 
ceremonies in Wichita Falls, Phoenix, Sierra Vista, Fairbanks, 
Anchorage, Hawaii, Plainview, Albuquerque and Lubbock 
were canceled, with students encouraged to join the next 
in-person ceremony.

Wayland sports were hard-hit, as the Flying Queens 
were gearing up for the NAIA National Tournament in 
Montana just as the closures began. NAIA eventually 

canceled all winter championships and all spring sports 
seasons, impacting outdoor track and field and baseball 
in the largest part and cutting short the year for golf and 
e-sports. 

For many events, the university had to get creative, with 
student activities hosting some games via social media 
for students now stuck at home. The annual Plainview 
campus student awards ceremony moved to an online 
format, with creative videos shared to announce winners. 
And admissions transitioned its preview event to an online 
format and registered students by phone. Many employees 
began working from home with only a skeleton crew on 
campus.

Alumni relations changed their format as well, hosting a 
few alumni gatherings virtually using Zoom and posting 
some activity pages online for children and alumni to enjoy. 
The Alumni Association assembled and mailed graduates 
from the Plainview campus their regalia and a party-in-a-
box to help commemorate their special day on their own. 
Development moved a donor appreciation event to a video 
shared online.

While the situation continues to evolve, plans are to 
resume face-to-face classes in the fall term on all campuses 
and begin to open events and gatherings back up as the 
cities and states deem it safe to do so. Wayland applied 
for funding through the CARES act to help students and 
to assist in operational needs and will use that to rebuild 
damage done through the COVID changes.

May graduates Anderson and 
Dakota Schmig spent what would 
have been their graduation day 
touring around their favorite 
places in Lubbock in their regalia, 
picking up custom cookies to 
celebrate the day.

in
brief
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UN participant, alumnus visits as 
Willson Lecturer
In early March, Wayland hosted the 70th Willson 
Lectures series with Dr. Emily Smith, a 2003 
WBU graduate and now a Baylor faculty member 
and epidemiology researcher for the Duke Global 
Institute of Health. Dr. Smith led the discussion 
focusing on her work in public health research 
and faith in the context of success.

At a Tuesday evening dinner, Smith spoke 
on “Global Missions Through Research: The 
Intersection of Faith, Epidemiology, Economics 
and Policy.” Her goal is to study populations to 
determine what groups suffer from higher health 
risks and how to find solutions for those groups. 
In particular, she studies global pediatric surgery, 
and she discussed how her faith plays into that 
work.

In Wednesday’s chapel, Smith shared about her 
work but also touched on a more personal area, 
leading to her current position as researcher 
and contributor to the United Nations. Feeling 
heavy pressure that her worth had been defined 
by what she could achieve, Smith said she found 
that just didn’t fit into her value system. Instead, 
she referenced Matthew 6:33 to “seek first the 
kingdom of God” and found better balance while 
still having career success. 

Veteran shares story of African 
American female troops
Lizz Helm-Frazier, a 25-year Army veteran 
and Wayland alumnus who was instrumental 
in helping raise the funds for a national 
monument honoring the 6888th, visited 
the Wayland campus in February to bring 
a special program about the unit and to 
screen a documentary titled “No Mail, Low 
Morale” to an audience of students and 
community members. 

The 6888th was a unit of 885 African-
American women who were assembled 
in 1944 to tackle the large backlog of mail 
that had been sent to American soldiers in 
World War II but had not been delivered. 
They cleared numerous hangars full of mail 
in Birmingham, England, in three months, working in three shifts 
around the clock. The 6888th was then sent to Rouen, France, and 
then to Paris to do the same thing there, again completing the 
monumental tasks in three months.

“Mail was the third most important thing to a service person,” 
said Lizz, a native of Florida who lives in Laurel, Md., and works for 
the Veterans Administration in Washington, D.C. “First was our 
paycheck, and second was clothing and food. But that mail is what 
connected us to home.”

Lizz spoke about her involvement with the monument and then 
called Deloris Ruddock, 96, one of the only 11 surviving women from 
the unit, who shared some of her memories via telephone. A Q&A 
time with Helm-Frazier rounded out the evening at the Museum of 
the Llano Estacado, which also hosted an exhibit about the unit.

Alumni Dr. Emily 
Smith, ( ’83), now 
Baylor professor 
and researcher 
with the Duke 
Institute of Global 
Health addresses 
the chapel crowd.
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Legacy student named Miss Wayland
WBU Junior Allison Kirk of Odessa, daughter of 1993 
graduate Heather Qualls Kirk, was named the new Miss 
Wayland in November 2019. Allison first participated 
in Wayland’s Kaleo program for high school students, 
changing her mind on her college choice.

“I was not expecting to come to Wayland,” she said. “I 
did Kaleo … I got to experience some of the campus life 
and meet a bunch of students and got to know some 
of the religion professors and I just fell in love with the 
campus. Two years later, I ended up here and I have 
never looked back.”

Allison is majoring in recreation and camp management, 
a degree based in the School of Christian Studies. Kirk 
said when she graduates she hopes to use the degree 
to either become a camp manager or strike out on the 
mission field. As passionate as she is about influencing 
lives with the gospel, Kirk also hopes to influence those 
with whom she comes in contact as Miss Wayland – 
representing the university she loves.

New majors, programs unveiled at Wayland
With a new school year looming, Wayland has announced 
some new degree programs open to students or alumni 
with interest:

• The Bachelor’s to Doctor of Management program: 
This 84-hour professional degree is designed to enable 
completion of the DMgmt without having a master’s 
degree. The program is targeted to a non-traditional 
student with at least five years of full-time work experience 
and has a bachelor’s degree or is close to completing one. 
This is housed in the School of Business.

• Digital Marketing degrees: The School of Business 
has added digital marketing as a new BBA or MBA 
specialization, a BAS major and a minor in other degrees. 
This unique degree program helps marketers remain 
relevant in the competitive digital marketplace, and we are 
the first to offer it at the undergraduate level.

• Tabletop Game Design program: A new specialization 
under the bachelor’s degree in humanities, this program 
brings in a variety of courses to prepare for this fast-
growing and popular field. Contact Dr. Mendoza in the 
School of Languages and Literature for information.

• Bachelor’s degree in worship studies: A collaboration 
between the Schools of Music and Christian Studies, this 
BA is a practical training degree for those seeking church 
work and has aspects of music, ministry and missions.

• Master’s degree specializations in Behavioral and Social 
Sciences: New specializations being added to the MA 
in Criminal Justice include crisis intervention, domestic 
terrorism, law enforcement administration, restorative 
justice and special victims. New specializations under the 
MA in Human Services include counseling (non-licensure), 
criminal justice, crisis response, helping professions 
administration and marriage and family studies. The MA 
in Legal Studies is also adding a specialization in sexual 
misconduct and Title IX.

• BAS degree for paraprofessionals: This School of 
Education degree offers certification in two areas – EC-
6, 4-8 ELAR – and is available through Texas campuses or 
online only. Paraprofessionals may receive up to 12 hours 
credit for work experience in the field.

Miss Wayland 2020 Allison Kirk
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Bennett, Brown get top awards for students 
President Dr. Bobby Hall announced the winners of the 
Male and Female Citizenship Award, Morgan Bennett 
and Luke Brown, in a video shared online. Voted on by 
university faculty and students, the Citizenship Award is the 
top award given to students each year and was established 
in 1957.

The son of alumni Greg and Jill Brown of Plainview, Luke 
graduated in December 2019 with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in biological sciences. During his time at Wayland, 
he was involved in the Student Union Board and Kaleo. 
He served as the Vice President for the Texas Academy of 
Sciences and the American Chemical Society. He was on 
the Baptist Student Ministries leadership team and worship 
team, and was named Mr. Wayland 2019. His future plans 
include a master’s degree in physician assistant studies at 
Texas Tech.

The daughter of Bryan and Krystal Bennett of Shallowater, 
Morgan spent her four years at Wayland as the point guard 
for the Flying Queens basketball team, receiving first and 
second team All-American, and Academic All-American 
honors. She is completing her Bachelor of Science degree 
in biology. A member of the National Honor Society and 
the Texas Academy of Science, Bennett served as a tutor 
to fellow Wayland students. She also graduates as the 
all-time assists leader for the Flying Queens. Morgan plans 
to pursue her Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine degree at 
Colorado State University in Ft. Collins, Colo.

The Wayland Alumni Association also recognized the male 
and female Freshman of the Year Award recipients, Devin 
Davis and Chloe Barham, via video on social media. Devin 
is the son of Scott and Michelle Davis, both alumni, and 
is a history major from Opelousas, La. An Amarillo native, 
Chloe is the daughter of Charles and Noemi Barham and is 
a history major.
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Sports seasons excel before COVID cancellations 
COVID-19 definitely had an adverse effect on Wayland’s 
athletics this year. The Pioneer wrestling teams were literally 
at the NAIA National Meet when they were pulled off the 
mat and the remainder of the event was canceled. 

The Flying Queens (31-2) were on a 27-game winning 
streak, beating the No. 1 team in the nation on three 
different occasions and were headed to the NAIA National 
Tournament as the No. 2 seed when the call was made to 
cancel the tournament. The Pioneers basketball team was 
20-11 and earned an at-large berth into the NAIA National 
Tournament prior to the tournament cancelation. 

On the baseball diamond, the Pioneers were 23-7 and riding 
a 7-game win streak when the season came to an abrupt halt. 
The Pioneers were starting to get national attention and 
slugger Luis Vargas, a centerfielder, was named the Sooner 
Athletic Conference Player of the Year, the first such honor 
for Wayland. Vargas had an NAIA-best 20 home runs in 
30 games and led the nation in RBIs, runs scored and total 
bases.

The golf seasons were also cut short. The men’s team was 
off to a promising start and ranked No. 8 in the NAIA before 
the season was called off. The women ended their season 
with a second-place finish at the Bellevue University Spring 
Invitational.

The men’s and women’s track and field teams were 
both ranked No. 3 going into the NAIA Indoor National 
Championships, and both finished fifth. The outdoor season 
never got started due to COVID. 

In fall sports action, the Pioneer volleyball team finished the 
season with a 14-19 record, losing in the opening round of 
the SAC tournament to John Brown. The Pioneer football 
team finished the season with a 4-6 record. Men’s soccer 
went 9-4-4 on the year, losing in the second round of the 
conference tournament, and the women were 7-7-3, losing in 
the finals of the SAC tournament.

Wayland’s new eSports team won 5 events in its inaugural 
season and lost 16 before the season ended abruptly.

Pioneer basketballer J.J. Culver 
scored 100 points during the 
Dec 10, 2019, game against 
Southwestern Adventist, gaining 
national notoriety. 
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&   ends
odds

Do you know someone who 
is considering a college 
degree?

Introduce them to Wayland’s 
many campuses and online 
options. 

Submit their name through 
the “Refer a Pioneer” link on 
wbualumni.com. 

The website also has a link to 
the Alumni Recommendation 
Scholarship, which you can 
award to students attending 
the Plainview campus and help 
them with their first year.

Have you explored the new career and mentoring portal 
now available to alumni? Create your own account at 
www.collegecentral.com/wbu as an alumnus to search 

job openings and sign up to mentor current students or others 
seeking job advice. You can also register as an employer to 
post jobs or internships for others for FREE! Check it out 
today!

Distinguished 
alumni needed 
for campuses

Website has resources for enjoyment

Do you know a Wayland 
graduate who has done well 
in his/her career or in service 
roles? We are looking for 
nominations for Distinguished 
Alumni from each of the WBU 
campuses for the ongoing 
awards.

To nominate an individual, visit 
wbualumni.com and click on 
the Distinguished Alumni link on 
the right-hand menu. The simple 
form can be completed online. 
Call Teresa at (806) 291-3600 
for any questions.

The WBU Alumni office launched 
some new resources this spring on 
the website for alumni and their 
families.

On the “Pioneer Pride” link on www.
wbualumni.com, downloadable files 
include the Pioneer Band’s rendition 
of the Fight Song and Alma Mater.

In addition, we have created puzzles 
that can be downloaded, including 
two crossword puzzles and two 
word search puzzles using academic 
majors at Wayland and one on 
activities in which students can 
participate. We also partnered with 
alumnus Katie Jo Morris to create 
some downloadable coloring pages.

“During the spring while many 
families were at home juggling 

work-from-home and helping their 
children keep up with their studies 
remotely, we felt like the activity 
sheets could be useful to give 
children and parents something 
to do while learning a little about 
Wayland at the same time,” said 
Teresa Young, alumni director. 
“Once the quarantine ends, we 
hope to continue providing such 
resources for our alumni just for 
their own enjoyment. We hope it 
also gives them an opportunity to 
talk about college and their Wayland 
experiences with their children.”

The page also includes computer 
wallpaper with alumni branding and 
a screen saver for cell phones.

Alumni Networking 
Events on the horizon

We’re planning a great year of 
events to connect you to other 
alumni either virtually or in cities 
around the country. 

Follow our Facebook page for 
event updates or visit our Coming 
Events page on wbualumni.
com to keep up with your next 
opportunity to network and hear 
updates from your alma mater.

Keep up with news, events 
and WBU trivia. Follow us 
on Facebook at wbualumni.

Upcoming graduations:
Aug. 21 – Clovis
Sept. 4 – Phoenix
Sept. 5 – Sierra Vista
Oct. 8 – Fairbanks
Oct. 9 – Anchorage
Nov. 7 – Hawaii
Nov. 13 – Albuquerque
Dec. 11 – San Antonio
Dec. 12 - Plainview
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class 
notes

FORMER FACULTY & 
STAFF

DR. HARVEY ANGEL, first dean 
of the Anchorage campus, died 
July 21, 2019, at age 89. A veteran 
of the US Air Force, Harvey then 
went into ministry for 29 years, 
retiring in 2003. Survivors include 
wife Betty, four children, seven 
grandchildren and seven great-
grandchildren. 

DR. DEAN DANIEL, long-time 
executive director at the Wichita 
Falls campus, died Aug. 19, 2019, 
at age 73. He had retired from 
Wayland in December 2018 
after enjoying a long career in 
education. Survivors include 
wife Fredda, two children, three 
grandchildren and one great-
grandson. 

1940s

JUANITA CORLEY IGO, EX’49, 
died Oct. 3, 2019, at age 89. She 
was a homemaker, then worked 
for the local school system until 
her retirement. Survivors include 
three children, 11 grandchildren 
and 21 great-grandchildren. 

CARROLL KILLINGSWORTH, 
BS’49, died Dec. 22, 2019, at age 
93. He was a longtime teacher 
and principal in schools across 

the Panhandle and in Oklahoma, 
retiring in 2012 with 65 years in 
education. Survivors include two 
children, seven grandchildren, two 
great-grandchildren and three 
siblings.

ANTHONY LATTA, EX’42, died 
Sept. 16, 2019, at age 95. After 
serving stateside in World War 
II, he became a lifelong farmer in 
Floyd and Crosby County, Texas. 
Survivors include three children, 
six grandchildren and seven great-
grandchildren. 

J.L. MERRILL, EX’49, died Oct. 
10, 2019, at age 88. A US Army 
veteran, he worked for the 
Oklahoma Tax Commission for 
21 years. Survivors include wife 
Nicoleta, a daughter and two 
stepdaughters.

DR. CHESTER O’BRIEN, AA’43, 
died Oct. 20, 2019, at age 94. He 
pastored many churches, was 
the director of missions for the 
Amarillo Baptist Association and 
executive director of the Baptist 
Convention of New Mexico. 
Survivors include three children 
and three grandchildren. 

PERCY TATE, EX’42, died Nov. 
11, 2019, at age 98. Percy served 
in World War II, then worked 
as an accountant for Humble 
Oil for more than 30 years. He 
then became a local merchant. 
Survivors include two children, 
six grandchildren, three great-
grandchildren and two sisters.

1950s

RAYE WILSON AYERS, BS’56, 
died May 19, 2020, at age 86. A 
former Flying Queen, Raye was 
a member of the WBU Athletic 
Hall of Honor and the Women’s 
Basketball Hall of Fame. Survivors 
include two sisters, including her 
twin, FAYE WILSON GOULD, 
BS’56; a son; two daughters-in-
law; and four grandchildren.

ETHEL CHAPMAN BEST, EX, 
died April 12, 2020, at age 86. She 
was a nurse and served alongside 
her husband, who was a pastor. 
Survivors include husband LEE 
RAY BEST, BA’70, three children, 
18 grandchildren, 22 great-
grandchildren, and a brother.

JOHNNY BURNETT, BA’53, 
died Sept. 27, 2019, at age 87. 
He served as a pastor, music 
minister and church administrator 
in various churches and was a 
Baptist missionary in Brazil and 

Lee Ray Best
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Tanzania for 34 years. Survivors 
include wife BARBARA, EX, four 
children, nine grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren.

JOY CEPURNIEK, BA’57, is retired in 
Oklahoma after a teaching career. She 
and husband Andy have two grown 
daughters and four grandchildren.  

CINDY POWELL CURTIS, BA’50, died 
Nov. 23, 2019, at age 89. She taught 
school for 33 years, retiring in 1995. 
Survivors include two sons, two 
stepchildren, 12 grandchildren and 16 
great-grandchildren.

JULIE MOLNAR DOUMANI, BA’52, 
died May 21, 2020, at age 91. A native 
of Brazil, she was a mental health 
counselor and retired from the 
Harford-Belair program in 1998. 
Survivors include three children and 
a sister.

DR. MARVIN DOWNING, BA’59, lives 
in Martin, Tenn., where he is retired 
from a long career as professor of 
history at the University of Tennessee 
at Martin. His wife Sandy died in April 
2019 from renal cancer. Their son 
Lee is a financial consultant in Florida 
and daughter Cecile is a social worker 
in Tennessee. Marvin also has four 
grandchildren. 

LARRY FAUS, BA’56, died Sept. 22, 
2019, at age 89. He was a minister and 
led family-life and marriage seminars 
with wife Glenna. He served two 
terms as president of the Minnesota-
Wisconsin Baptist Convention and 
was a family life consultant for the 

MWBC and the Southern Baptist 
Convention. Survivors include four 
children, including BRYAN FAUS, 
BM’82, seven grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren. 

CLINTON FORBES, BS’59, died Oct. 
14, 2019, at age 86. Clinton taught 
junior high and high school in Stinnett 
and Pampa, then at Odessa College, 
until his retirement in 1992. Survivors 
include wife Barbara, four children, 
ten grandchildren and 16 great-
grandchildren. 

DAVIS HARRELL, BA’52, died Dec. 
8, 2019, at age 92. He served in 
the pastoral ministry in Texas and 
California. Survivors include wife 
NETA (MOORE), BS’50, three 
children, five grandchildren, one 
great-granddaughter and two sisters.

NELL JONES, BA’57, lives in 
Clovis, NM, where she is retired 
from a teaching career and enjoys 
international travel. 

DR. DAN McLALLEN, BS’53, died 
March 2, 2020, at age 89. A veteran 
of the US Army in the Korean War, 
Dr. McLallen worked in college 
administration and was a supply 
preacher. Survivors include a son, two 
grandchildren and a sister. 

OPAL MILLER, EX’59, died Nov. 
5, 2019, at age 88. She served 
alongside her husband in ministry 
all over Alaska and was a school 
teacher. Survivors include five 
sons, five grandchildren, two great-
grandchildren and two sisters. 

JOHN MURPHEY, BA’56, died Dec. 27, 
2019, at age 85. A US Army veteran, 
John pastored churches in several 
states and led evangelism crusades 
in several countries as well. Survivors 
include wife ALTA, BA’60, two sons 
and five grandsons.

BILL NAKAHIRA, BA’53, died May 25, 
2019, at age 88. He was a choral music 
director in schools for many years 
as well as a church choir director. 
Survivors include wife Julia, two 
children and three grandchildren. 

EARL NANCE, BA’57, died Dec. 2, 
2019, at age 84. An Army veteran, 
Earl taught school in Fort Worth 
for several years before becoming 
an elementary principal. Survivors 
include three children, nine 
grandchildren and a brother. 

DUDLEY OCHSNER, EX’55, died 
Aug. 11, 2019, at age 90. He spent 
46 years as a commodities broker, 
23 of those as owner of his own 
company in Pasadena, Calif. Survivors 
include wife Julia, two sons and four 
grandchildren. 

BILL PEMBERTON, BA’52, died 
February 24, 2020, at age 90. He was 
a Baptist minister for 72 years, most 
recently serving as senior adult pastor 
at FBC Athens, Texas. Survivors 
include wife Becky, three children, 
and four grandchildren.

DR. JAMES SHIELDS, BA’55, died 
June 3, 2020, at age 86. He was a 
pastor before joining the religion 
faculty at Howard Payne, then at 
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Hardin-Simmons, retiring in 1999. He 
did interim and supply preaching after 
retirement. Survivors include wife 
CORRINE, BA’55, a retired teacher; 
two children; four grandchildren; and 
a sister. 

MARSHALL WALKER, BA’54, died 
Dec. 11, 2019, at age 89. He worked 
in student ministry, was Director 
of Religious Activities at Hardin 
Simmons University and worked 
in communications for the Baptist 
Sunday School Board (now Lifeway), 
where he coordinated the Baptist 
World Alliance conferences. Survivors 
include wife Beth, two children and 
four siblings.

GAYLON WILEY, BA’58, died July 25, 
2019, at age 84. He was a longtime 
pastor. Survivors include wife BETTY, 
BS’58, children and grandchildren. 
Betty is a retired teacher in Kemah, 
Texas. 

1960s

KENNETH BUCHANAN, EX, died 
June 3, 2020, at age 77. He worked for 
Parkhill, Smith & Cooper for 43 years. 
Survivors include wife Glee, two 
children, five grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. 

NANCY DURBIN, BS’69, died Feb. 15, 
2020, at age 72. She was a longtime 
Plainview resident.

ROY FINLEY, EX’69, died April 18, 
2020, at age 71. He was a farmer, 
a fur buyer and trapper, a general 
contractor and home inspector. 
Survivors include wife Wanda, six 

children, 15 grandchildren, two great-
grandchildren and two siblings.

DR. PAUL “FRANK” GONZALES, 
BA’61, died on Sept. 27, 2019, at age 
82. He was a longtime educator and 
did regular trainings for teachers, 
retiring fully in 1999. Survivors include 
wife Deanna, three children, three 
step-children, 16 grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren.

MARY NELL HALL, BA’68, died Dec. 
2, 2019, at age 87. She taught school 
in Petersburg, Texas, for 32 years 
before retiring. Survivors include two 
children, four grandchildren, 13 great-
grandchildren and two great-great-
grandchildren. 

WENDALL HENDRICKS, BA’64, died 
June 15, 2019, at age 85. A US Army 
veteran, Wendall served as minister 
of music and education in numerous 
churches and led revivals as well. 
Survivors include wife MARILYN, EX, 
five children, 12 grandchildren, three 
great-grandchildren and two sisters.

GARY LITTLE, BA’69, lives in Las 
Vegas, where he is retired. A US Army 
veteran, Gary retired after 45 years 
of writing software and is enjoying 
writing his own memories. He is 
widowed. 

BOBBY MILLER, BA’60, died March 
31, 2020, at age 85. He served in music 
and education ministry in several 
churches in Texas and also worked in 
the schools and in banking. Survivors 
include wife Joyce, three sons, three 
grandchildren, one brother and 

brother-in-law DR. CLAUDE CONE, 
BA’59.

ROY MOODY, BA’67, died March 
27. 2020, at age 82. He served as a 
pastor and denominational leader 
for 60 years. Survivors include wife 
SHARON, BA’59, two children, 
three grandchildren, three great-
grandchildren and a brother. 

SANDRA MORRIS, BA’67, died 
Nov. 19, 2019, at age 75. She was a 
secretary and office manager for the 
Metroplex Women’s Clinic. Survivors 
include husband JERRY, BA’65, a 
daughter, two grandchildren and her 
mother. 

TOM REYNOLDS, BA’68, died May 
26, 2020, at age 84. Tom pastored 
churches in Texas, New Mexico 
and Kansas and also had a 30-year 
career in the military. Survivors 
include wife Melba, daughter DEBBIE 
BUFORD, EX and husband CHRIS, 
MEd’10, MPA’13; two sons, including 
DAN REYNOLDS, BCM’18, and wife 
BARBIE, BM’10; seven grandchildren; 
11 great-grandchildren; and a brother.

MONTE HOWARD SMITH, BS’62, 
died Sept. 20, 2019, at age 91. She 
taught elementary school in Plainview 
for many years. Survivors include a 
son, three step-daughters and many 
grandchildren.

KATHERINE WASHINGTON, BA’60, 
died Sept. 19, 2019, at age 86. She 
taught physical education for nearly 
30 years, and she was inducted into 
the Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame. 
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Survivors include a sister and many 
nieces and nephews.

TRUETT WHITE, BA’61, died on March 
14, 2020, at age 93. He served in the US 
Army during World War II, then served 
as a pastor in small Texas towns for 
more than 30 years. Survivors include 
wife GLENNA REE, EX, son DONALD, 
EX; a daughter; five grandchildren; and 
many great-grandchildren.

1970s

VICI PIRTLE ANDERSON, BA’77, 
and husband BILL, EX, live in the 
San Antonio area, where Vici just 
retired after a long career in theatre 
education, most recently at Wagner 
High. Bill is retired from many years in 
the El Paso County District Attorney’s 
office. They moved to be closer to 
family.

JOY BEARD, EX’76, married Eddie 
Ponce on Oct. 11, 2018. Joy is a 
restaurant supervisor for the Mariott 
Camelback Inn Resort and Spa in 
Arizona. 

JERRY BURKE, BA’75, and wife Lynne 
moved to Knoxville, Tenn., after he 
retired in July 2019. 

DR. STEVE COULTER, BA’78, and 
wife Sonia live in Waco, where he is 
a semi-retired OB/GYN. The Coulters 
celebrated 45 years of marriage and 
just welcomed their sixth grandchild.

RETA SWANNER CRAFT, EX, died Nov. 
22, 2019, at age 70. She drove a school 
bus for many years, then spent 23 years 
at Walmart Distribution Center, retiring 

in 2011. Survivors include husband 
Gene, four children, 11 grandchildren, 
21 great-grandchildren and a brother.

EDDY CURRY, BS’75, died Aug. 14, 
2019, at age 66. He worked for Gebo’s 
corporate for 12 years, then began a 
30-year career ministering in churches 
after earning a seminary degree. He 
served on several boards through the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas 
and the Texas Ministers of Education. 
Survivors include wife DEE ANN, 
BA’75, daughter KAMBER BAILEY, 
BBA’02, son Kade, six grandchildren, 
and two brothers.

KAREN ROGERS GEORGE, BSOE’79, 
died Dec. 2, 2019, at age 79. She 
worked as a fiscal analyst for South 
Plains Community Action for 25 
years and was a member of Order of 
the Eastern Star. Survivors include 
husband Wayne, two children and 
three grandchildren. 

PEGGY HUGGINS, EX’79, and husband 
Ben live in Lincoln, Neb., near their 
children and grandchildren. Peggy was 
part of the Queens Bees team while 
on campus and would love to see her 
former teammates.

MARY HUNSUCKER, BA’78, died 
Sept. 8, 2019, at age 82. She worked 
in human resources for many years. 
Husband GLENN, former professor 
of criminal justice, died April 25, 2020. 
Survivors include son MARK, EX’79, 
and a daughter; six grandchildren; and 
three siblings.

RITA ISBELL, BA’73, lost her husband 

of 48 years, Robert, in October 2019. 
Son James also retired in 2019 after 
20 years in the US Air Force. Rita is an 
educational diagnostician in Paducah, 
Texas.

JOE LOMBARD, BA’75, retired in May 
2020 after a 42-year career as a high 
school basketball coach, his last stint at 
Canyon (Texas) High School. Lombard, 
who is a member of Wayland’s Athletic 
Hall of Honor and previously won the 
Harley Redin Coaches Award, amassed 
a record of 1,379-133 and won 19 state 
titles. Lombard is also part of the 
National Women’s Basketball Hall of 
Fame and the National High School 
Hall of Fame. Joe and wife BABS, 
BA’73, a former Miss Wayland and 
public school coach, live in Canyon.

DEBORAH LONGORIA, BA’76, and 
husband PAUL, EX’75, celebrated 45 
years of marriage in January. The two 
met at Wayland and live in Gainesville, 
Texas, where Deborah operates 
Lakeside Travel agency online and Paul 
is sales manager for an auto dealership.

Deborah and Paul Longoria
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BETH RUMBAUGH, EX, died July 22, 
2019, at age 71. She was a teacher 
for 22 years and also taught piano 
lessons. Survivors include husband 
JACKIE, BA’75; sons JOSH, BM’10, 
and Chris; her mother and a sister.

MARY McSWAIN SAVAGE, BSOE’78, 
died May 19. 2020, at age 83. 
Survivors include a son and daughter 
and two grandchildren.

LEANNE WADDELL SOUTH, BA’78, 
and husband Dave live in College 
Station, where both are retired 
from Texas A&M. A former Flying 
Queen, Leanne keeps up with many 
teammates and the current team 
and following the activities of their 
granddaughter.

MERTICE LESTER STARK, BS’70, 
died April 1, 2020, at age 86. Mertice 
taught third grade in Plainview for 
26 years, then led a reading program 
for 14 years. Survivors include three 
children, 10 grandchildren, nine great-
grandchildren and a sister. 

DARLENE TIFFIN, BS’73, lives in 
Amarillo, where she is retired from 34 
years of teaching and coaching in the 
schools. She also coached 10 years of 
club volleyball. She has four children 
and six grandchildren.

MSGT. ANDREW “JACK” TURNER, 
BSOE’76, died March 26, 2020, at 
age 76. He served 20 years in the US 
Air Force, then worked for the US 
Postal Service. Survivors include wife 
Donna, two children, one step-son, 
five grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren.

DEANNA McGAHA WAUHOB, BA’71, 
died Aug. 23, 2019, at age 70. She had 
worked for several oil companies in 
Midland. Survivors include husband 
DAVID, BS’71, two sons, two 
grandchildren, and four siblings. David 
lives in Katy, Texas.

CHUCK WILLIAMS, BA’74, and wife 
ANN, BA’73, live in Plano, where 
he is retired from the ministry and 
works as VP of individual sales for 
Group Health & Employer Insurance 
Services. They are enjoying being with 
family in the area.

LESTER WILLIAMS, BA’75, lives in 
Dallas, where he retired from Bank 
of America in 2012. Lester wrote that 
he has enjoyed reconnecting with 
several former track teammates and 
other alums leading up to the Track 
and Field Reunion held in October 
2019. He would love to connect with 
others!

1980s

WENONA ANDRESS, BA’87, lives 
in Lubbock, where she is a licensed 
clinical social worker-supervisor with 
a private clinical practice working 
with trauma survivors, those with 
chronic pain or illness or family 
members of such patients. Wenona 
also supervisors LCSW interns and 
volunteer counsels with Lubbock 
Impact and Habitat for Humanity. She 
and husband Mike have been married 
27 years and she has a stepson, Jeff, 
and two grandchildren.

YOLANDA BRAZIER, MBA’87, lives 
in Albuquerque, where she is retired. 
She welcomed her first great-grand-

son, Lennox Lee Brazier, in January 
2019.

RICK COOPER, BS’81, MEd’85, was 
inducted into the Athletic Hall of 
Champions at West Texas A&M 
University in January for his 20 years 
as men’s basketball coach (1993-
2013), during which he won four 
Lone Star Conference Tournament 
championships and 10 NCAA 
postseason appearances. A former 
Pioneer basketball standout, Rick 
serves as athletic director at Wayland. 
He and wife JANIE, BS’81, MEd’85, 
live in Canyon. 

LYNDELL “CORKY” GODFREY, 
BSOE’88, died Nov. 25, 2019, at age 
75. He was a project engineer for 
Celanese, retiring in 2000 after 35 
years, then becoming a consultant. 
Survivors include wife Vivian, five 
children, eight grandchildren, five 
great-grandchildren and a sister.

LOLA GRUNDY, BS’82, lives on 
North Padre Island, where she is an 
educator with the Corpus Christi 
ISD. A former Queen Bee, Lola has 
three grown children, three step-
granddaughters and two grandsons.

JANET HORACE, BSOE’85, is retired 
in Austin after spending a career as 
a business analyst with the State of 
Texas’ Department of Health and 
Human Services and the last seven 
years as an IRS tax examiner. 

DENNIS HUGHES, EX’80, and wife 
Suzanne are retired in Lakeland, Fla., 
after his 30-year career with the US 
Postal Service. 
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JEFF LESTER, BSOE’82, lives in 
Amarillo, where he is retired as 
captain with the Amarillo Police after 
38 ½ years. Wife Lynne retired as 
sergeant from the Randall County 
Sheriff’s Office after 34 years. 

LARRY MILLER, BSOE’88, died Sept. 
28, 2019, at age 71. He was living in 
Indiana.

SHARON NELSON, EX’84, lives in El 
Paso, where she is a crime analyst for 
the El Paso Police Department. She 
has worked for the department for 
28 years and is looking forward to 
retirement in the coming years.

TONY PIERCE, BA’83, and wife 
TERESA, BA’81, live in Arizona, where 
he is celebrating 14 years as pastor of 
Fountain Hills Baptist Church. They 
have been married 39 years and have 
four grandchildren.

SHELLY THORNE RAMSEY, EX’86, 
celebrated 18 years as business 
administrator with Rush Creek 
Church in Arlington, Texas. She has 
three grown children.

CARLOS REYNOLDS, BS’87, and wife 
STARLETTE, EX, live in Oklahoma 
City, where he retired in 2019 after 
27 years with OSHA. Starlette retired 
after 28 years with Compsource 
Oklahoma. Their son, Xavier, serves 
in the US Navy; daughter Madison is 
finishing graduate work at Oklahoma 
State. The Reynolds were on campus 
in October for the track and field 
reunion.

IRVIN SKOV, BSOE’87, died Sept. 
13, 2019, at age 76. He was living in 
Florida.

DAVID SPARKS, BA’87, and wife 
ROSE ANN, BS’89, live in Lewisville, 
Texas, where David is digital content 
manager at NTT Data Services 
in Plano. Rose Ann is active in 
women’s ministry and youth work 
at Countryside Bible Church in 
Southlake, and David is director of 
their pastor’s media ministry. They 
have two children, Chaia, 21, who 
attends a day program for adults with 
disabilities, and Will, 16, a junior in 
high school. The Sparkses attended 
homecoming in November for Rose 
Ann’s 30th reunion.

STEVEN SPRATLING, BSOE’83, and 
wife Sandra live in Michigan, where 
he is retired from a long career with 
the US Air Force. He retired from the 
civilian workforce in 2016. 

JAMES TATUM, BSOE’82, died Dec. 
30, 2019, at age 64. Jim served in 
the US Air Force for 20 years, then 
worked for Bank of America and 
the Federal Aviation Administration. 
Survivors include wife Donna, a son 
and two grandchildren.

DAVID WILSON, BS’83, is a self-
employed psychotherapist in 
Noblesville, Ind. He and wife Debra 
are enjoying being grandparents for 
the first time after the birth of Isla is 
January.

DANNY WRENN, BS’84, retired 
in April 2020 after 33 years as 
head women’s basketball coach at 
Plainview High School. He amassed 
an overall record of 782-250 and won 
three Class 4A state championships 
in 2001, 2002 and 2003. Over the 
years, Danny also coached tennis, 
cross country and track, served as 
the women’s athletic director and had 
a hand in starting the volleyball and 
softball programs. He is a previous 
winner of Wayland’s Harley Redin 
Coaches Award. Danny and wife 
Randa have a daughter, Reagan, 11.

1990s

KATHY NICHOLS ARMSTRONG, 
BM’96, lives in Midland, where she is 
membership coordinator for Basin 
PBS. Kathy and husband Lance have 
three children, Sterling, 19, Dezi, 16 
and Daxton, 13. 

TAM BOATLER, BSOE’91, retired 
in August 2019 as captain from the 
Amarillo Police Department. He has 
served the APD since 1977, promoted 
to captain in 2015. 

DR. JACOB BREWER, BS’94, 
received the Texas Physical Therapy 
Association’s (TPTA) William Gould 
Memorial Outstanding Physical 
Therapy Faculty Award at the 
2019 TPTA Annual Conference. Dr. 
Brewer is associate professor of 
physical therapy at Hardin-Simmons 
University, where he earned a 
master’s degree in 1999 and his 
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Doctor of Physical Therapy in 2005. 
Wife MELANIE (CORKER), BA’94, 
works for Wylie ISD.

JEREMY BRYANT, BA’99, was 
honored in July 2019 as the Lone 
Star Conference’s Outstanding 
Broadcaster of the Year, the sixth 
such award he has earned in his 18-
year career as broadcaster for Angelo 
State University sports. Jeremy also 
hosts The Sports Huddle, a weekly 
radio show about sports in the San 
Angelo area. He is also in sales for 
Foster Communications.

ROBIN BUCKLIN, BSOE’91, and wife 
Sue are retired in Sully, Iowa. Robin 
is a retired Nazarene minister and 
served in the U.S. Air Force.

KENNETH AARON BYRD, BBA’97, 
died Aug. 13, 2019, at age 48. He 
worked in sales, most recently with 
Acceptance Insurance Company. 
Survivors include his mother, two 
siblings and a niece.

OTIS COOKS JR., BSOE’99, died 
April 9, 2020, at age 88. A veteran of 
the Marines Corp and Purple Heart 
recipient, Otis worked in the Lubbock 
County District Attorney’s office as 
a grand jury bailiff and chaplain. He 
was also a pastor for nearly 60 years. 

Survivors include wife CHRISTINE, 
EX; daughters SHARON KIRKWOOD, 
BSOE’01, and SHEILA MORRISON, 
EX; three sons; ten grandchildren; 13 
great-grandchildren; and three great-
great-grandchildren.

SEAN DuGUAY, BSOE’95, joined 
ICF as vice president of business 
development. He has held similar 
roles at different companies and has 
more than 30 years of IT industry 
experience. He is a Marine Corps 
veteran and has a law degree from 
California Western School of Law. 

KALLIOPI EVANS, BSOE’97, died 
Dec. 4, 2019, at age 69. She worked 
35 years as a civil service employee 
with the Department of Defense 
and survived the 9/11 attack on 
the Pentagon. Survivors include 
husband Wilson, two children, 
five grandchildren and one great-
grandson.

MARC FARMER, BSOE’99, died 
May 15, 1999, at age 44. He worked 
in economic development for 
many years and was involved in 
several state and local professional 
organizations. Survivors include 
wife EMILY (HILL), BSOE’98, three 
children, his parents, three brothers.

NORBERTO FIERRO, BSOE’95, 
MAM’04, retired from the US Army in 
January 2019 with 32 years of service 
and from USAA in March 2019. He 
and wife Marie are enjoying RVing 
around America from their home in 
San Antonio.

BASCOM GORDON III, BSOE’94, and 
wife Nina live in Keeau, Hawaii, where 
they moved in 2015 after retiring. 

LIZZ HELM-FRAZIER, BSOE’99, 
works for the Veteran’s 
Administration in Washington, D.C. 
A veteran of the US Army, Lizz was 
inducted into the US Army Women’s 
Foundation Hall of Fame in March in 
honor of her volunteer efforts and 
service. Most notably, Lizz was part of 
a grassroots effort to raise funds for 
a monument for the 6888th battalion, 
a World War II unit of African-
American women. 

RICHARD KUHLMAN, BSOE’99, and 
wife Melissa live in Fort Wainwright, 
Alaska, where Richard is chaplain 
resource manager for the U.S. Army.

LONNIE MAHAN, MBA’94, died 
Dec. 29, 2019, at age 77. An Air Force 
veteran, Lonnie worked as an IRS 
agent until retirement. Survivors 
include wife Sue, four children, two 
stepchildren, 10 grandchildren, six 
great-grandchildren and two sisters.

PATRICK McDONOUGH, BSOE’98, 
lives in Sachse, Texas, where he is 
a technical support specialist with 
Raytheon. He and wife Stephanie 
have been married 16 years, and he 
has two children. 

Jeremy Bryant

Lizz Helm-Frazier
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MOLLY MITCHELL, BSOE’91, died 
Dec. 23, 2019, at age 60. Working early 
as a phlebotomist, she then worked 
at the Pantex Plant in Amarillo for 20 
years. Survivors include four children 
and nine grandchildren.

ELIZABETH MUNRO, BSOE’99, died 
April 4, 2020, at age 70. She spent 35 
years in customer service with City 
Public Service. Survivors include two 
daughters, two grandchildren and 
eight siblings. 

LORENZO RANGEL, JR., BSOE’98, 
died Jan. 28. 2020, at age 62. He served 
21 years in the US Air Force, retiring 
as master sergeant. Survivors include 
wife Del, four children, five siblings and 
his parents.

LORI RIGGINS, BA’97, MEd’09, moved 
to Alto, NM, after living and teaching in 
Portugal for five years. She is teaching 
music in the Ruidoso Municipals 
Schools. She is married to Ion “Mac” 
Macovei and would love to reconnect 
with WBU friends.

RICHARD RIVERA, AA’91, is retired in 
Florida after a 21-year career with the 
US Air Force. He also spent 10 years 
in the New York Labor Department 
and five years as an SSI rep with the 
Social Security Administration. He and 
wife Jannett are enjoying traveling and 
being with grandchildren.

CHRISTIE MELTON SODER, BBA’97, 
returned to Wayland as an employee 
in the BAS/BCM office in 2017 and 
is loving it. She was diagnosed with 
multiple sclerosis in 2007. Husband 

JAMES, BS’95, completed his 25th 
year of teaching mathematics in 
the Plainview ISD and was named 
Secondary Teacher of the Year 
for 2019. They have two children, 
Jonathan and Bethany, both in college.

SONYA TERRY, BS’90, and husband 
Mark live in Porter, Texas, where she is 
a teacher in the New Caney ISD. They 
have two grown children, Elizabeth, 
a teacher in Arlington, and David, a 
worship pastor in Oklahoma City. They 
are enjoying being grandparents for 
the first time to Abel, almost 2.

DR. GABE TRUJILLO, BA’93, MEd’95, 
was named superintendent for the 
Nacogdoches (Texas) ISD in April 
2020. Gabe previously served as 
administrator in Grand Prairie ISD, 
a principal in Duncanville ISD and a 
principal and teacher in Plainview ISD. 
Wife DEBORAH, BBA’97, MEd’98, 
has been an instructional technology 
coordinator in Duncanville for 14 years. 

SEAN NORRIS WESTMONT, BA’96, 
and wife Penelope welcomed their 
first child, Ever Wilde Westmont, 
on Oct. 21, 2019. The family lives in 
Portland, where Sean is announcer and 
promotional voice for the Portland 
Winterhawks. 

BRUCE WILLIAMS, BS’92, lives 
in Miami, where he is the Head of 
Collections at Vizcaya Museum and 
Gardens. 

ALAN WILSON, BM’92, MCM’10, 
MAC’13, and wife Gail live in White 
Deer, Texas, where Alan has pastored 

at First Baptist Church for more than 
15 years and Gail is a teacher in Pampa. 
The couple has three children – 
Maegan, 29, Graham, 25, and Lillian, 22 
– and are enjoying being grandparents 
to Dalton, almost 4.

TY WITTE, BA’98, and wife CARI, 
BS’97, live in Eagle River, Alaska, where 
Ty is a sergeant with the Anchorage 
Police Department and commander 
of the bomb squad. The Wittes are 
celebrating 24 years of marriage in 
August. They have three children: 
Emily, 19, a student at University of 
Alaska; Cameron, 17, a high school 
senior; and Cullen, 14, a high school 
sophomore.

2000s

DEBORAH ALCOZER, BSOE’07, 
MEd’16, is principal of Highland 
Elementary in Plainview, a position 
she received in 2019. She has served 
the district for 13 years as teacher 
and then as assistant principal. She 
and husband Tommy Jr. have three 
children.

LOUIS ALEXANDER II, BSOE’05, live 
in Live Oak, Texas, where he is retired 
from the US Postal Service. His last 
position was as a senior customer 
service rep at the USPS headquarters 
in Washington, D.C.

ABBY ALLEN, BS’07, MEd’10, and 
husband TAYLOR ALLEN, BSOE’10, 
welcomed their third child, a daughter 
named Birdie Hope Allen, on April 8, 
2020. Proud big siblings are Maleigh, 
7, and Everett, 5. Abby and Taylor are 
both teachers in Amarillo ISD.
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JOSHUA ALLS, BA’00, MBA’03, 
MM’03, and wife Celia live in 
Albuquerque, where he is a managing 
member of Clarence & Hartzell 
business consulting and a tax 
associate with H&R Block. They have a 
daughter, Julia Faith, 3.

MARLENY AMADOR, BA’04, and 
husband HENRY, EX, welcomed their 
first child, a daughter named Eliana 
Grace Amador, on June 24, 2019. The 
family lives in Oklahoma City.

HAYLEY COX ANDERSON, BA’08, 
MAM’10, and husband MATT, 
BM’10, welcomed their third child, 
Miles Finley Anderson, on Oct. 7, 
2019. Proud big siblings are Emma, 
6, and Austin, 3. The family lives in 
Anchorage, where Hayley is marketing 
coordinator at thread and Matt 
teaches music. 

JIM ANDRUS, MEd’01, was named 
superintendent at Slaton (Texas) ISD 
in May 2020 after serving two years 
as assistant superintendent in charge 
of instruction. He previously served 
as principal and assistant principal 
in schools in the Lubbock area. Wife 
Lori is a retired school administrator 
and a flight attendant for Southwest 
Airlines.

LORRIE HAMMIT BEELBY, BS’03, 
MEd’18, and husband JON ERIK, 
EX’01, welcomed their second child, a 
son named Benaiah Daniel Beelby, on 
May 16, 2019. Proud big sister Metta 
is 3. The family moved in March 2020 
to San Antonio, where Jon Erik serves 

with the US Army. He graduated the 
Army Special Forces Qualification 
Course in 2019 and is currently an 
ODA team leader for 19th Group out 
of Camp Bullis.

STACY (TEAGUE) BLAND, BS’06, and 
husband Rance live in Albuquerque, 
where she is a nurse at Presbyterian 
Hospital. The family previously lived in 
Belgium for five years as missionaries 
with SportQuest Ministries, and Rance 
currently is global director and COO 
for the ministry. The couple has two 
children, Jaxton, 4, and Cortlynn, 1.

CASSIE BRITT, BSIS’06, is a junior 
high teacher in Meadow (Texas) ISD 
and lives in Shallowater. She spent 
four years teaching in Alaska, then in 
Darouzett before moving to Meadow 
four years ago.

RANDY BROMELL, BSOE’01, lives 
in Arizona, where he retired in 2013 
after 30 years of service with the US 
Air Force at the rank of chief master 
sergeant. He is a substitute teacher in 
the Litchfield School District.

CHARLIE BROWN, BSOE’00, lives 
in Kobe, Japan, where he is working 
on his sixth music CD. Previous 
recordings have included jazz, 
electronic house, classic house and 
deep house. A veteran of the US 
Army, he also has two poetry books 
available on Amazon and has artwork 
for sale in galleries in Kobe. 

TIMOTHY BRYANT, BSOE’05, was 
promoted in 2019 to Director of 911 

Services for the Nortex Regional 
Planning Commission. Tim and 
wife Lynn celebrated 44 years of 
marriage in March and she is enjoying 
retirement. 

DR. KYLE BUEERMANN, BA’05, 
earned his doctorate from Rockbridge 
Seminary in June 2019. Kyle is pastor 
at First Baptist Church in Alamogordo, 
NM, and also serves as Director of 
Replanter Development for the North 
American Mission Board. He and 
fellow pastor Matt Henslee published 
a book titled “Replanting Rural 
Churches” through Acoma Press in 
August 2019, and Kyle’s second book, 
“They Devoted Themselves,” is set 
to release later in 2020. The book 
is available through Amazon. Wife 
MICHELLE, BS’05, home schools their 
children, Noah, 12, and Hayley, 11. 

JEFF CAHA, BBA’03, lives in Douglas, 
Ariz., where he is assistant men’s 
basketball coach at Cochise College. 
He played for Cochise from 1997-99 
before transferring to Wayland to 
play for the Pioneers. Jeff previously 
worked at Cochise from 2003-07. 

WARREN CAMP, BA’09, and wife 
RACHEL, BA’09, welcomed their third 
child, a son named Owen William, on 
March 3, 2020. Proud big siblings are 
Hudson, 6, and Adeline, 3. The family 
lives in Fort Stockton, Texas, where 
Warren is pastor at First Baptist 
Church after 12 years in student 
ministry. They celebrated their 10th 
anniversary in 2019 as well.
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FELIX CASTILLO, BS’03, and wife 
Melissa welcomed their second child, 
a daughter named Amelia Anne 
Castillo, on Nov. 3, 2019. Proud big 
brother Alejandro is 2. The family lives 
in Lavon, Texas, where Felix is baseball 
coach at Garland High School.

CELESTE LOUDER CLABORN, BS’08, 
and husband John welcomed their 
third child, a son named Stephen 
Jackson Claborn, on May 22, 2020. 
Proud big siblings are Addilyn Grace, 
4, and Gavin John, 2. The family lives 
in Lubbock.

MICHAEL CLEMENT, BSOE’02, 
MBA’04, retired from the US Air 
Force after 27 years, the last in 
healthcare administration. He is 
transitioning to a new career in 
civilian healthcare.  He and wife 
Teressa live in Colorado Springs.

JEROD CLOPTON, BS’07, and wife 
Marie welcomed their first child, a 
son named William Benson Clopton, 
on Aug. 1, 2019. The family lives 
in Lubbock, and Jerod is a math 
instructor at South Plains College. 

BRETT COOK, BS’09, and wife 
BRANDI, BS’07, MEd’16, welcomed 
their second child, a son named 
Bowen Davis Cook, on July 29, 2019. 
Proud big sister Bennette is 4. Brett 
is an assistant coach for the Pioneer 
Baseball team, and Brandi teaches 
English at Plainview High. 

MATT CRAWFORD, BA’00, died 
Jan. 7, 2020, at age 41. Matt served 
in church ministry for 20 years. 
Survivors include wife JALIE 

(ROBNETT), EX, four children, his 
parents and a sister.

AMBER SUTTON DAVENPORT, 
BSIS’06, MAC’10, and husband Chad 
welcomed a fourth child, Serah, 
on Dec. 9, 2019. Proud big siblings 
include Hannah, 7,  Judah, 5, and 
Selah, 2. The family moved back to 
Texas in June 2019, where Chad is a 
pastor, accountant and cattle rancher. 
Amber is a homemaker. 

TIMOTHY DEATER, BSOE’01, retired 
from the US Air Force in 2019 after 24 
years of service. He and wife Tanna 
now live in Colorado, where he is 
head of school for Colorado West 
Christian School.

JUSTIN DUFFELL, BA’00, has 
moved to Florida, where he works 
as manager of adoption services for 
Ellucian.

YANNA ELLIOTT, BSOE’07, MEd’10, 
was named Teacher of the Year for 
2019-20 at Hillcrest Elementary in 
Plainview. She is also an adjunct 
professor of Chinese at WBU. 
Husband John works in the WBU 
library.

CONSTANCE ELLIS, BSOE’08, lives 
in Selma, Texas, where she retired 
in September 2019 after 34 years of 
service in the US Army. She is working 
as a general manager fellow for 
the La Quinta Inn and Suites and is 
enjoying being with her children and 
14 grandchildren. 

CANDACE SANCHEZ GARCIA, BA’08, 
MAC’16, and husband TINO, BA’07, 
moved in late 2019 to Farmington, 

N.M., where she is a therapist with 
Family Crisis Center. Tino works for 
Sherwin-Williams as protective and 
marine coatings sales representative. 
They have two daughters, Kyleigh, 11, 
and Karmindy, 10.

JENNYBETH GARDNER, BA’09, 
and husband KENNETH, BA’02, 
welcomed a second son, Luke 
Athanius Gardner, on Oct. 1, 2019. 
Proud big brother is Nathaniel, 2. The 
Gardners live in Abernathy, where 
JennyBeth recently concluded her 
ministry work with TEN3.

JAMES GARRETT, BS’03, MEd’05, 
was named the 2018-19 Outstanding 
Middle School Principal for Region 
2 by the Texas Association of 
Secondary School Principals. James is 
principal at Brundrett Middle School 
in Port Aransas. He and wife ELEAH, 
EX, have two children: Easton, 12, and 
Kynsler, 7. 

LORA HARLAN, BSOE’04, was 
appointed to the Clovis Community 
College Board of Trustees in June 
2019. She served on the board of 
the Clovis Municipal Schools from 
1991-2010 and is retired in Clovis with 
husband TOM, EX’78.
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JON MARK HESTER, BA’01, and wife 
HILLARY, BS’02, welcomed their fifth 
child, a son named Ezra Kai Hester, 
on Nov. 20, 2019. He was welcomed 
by siblings Elisha, 14, Hannah, 12, Leah, 
9, and Jonathan, 5. Jon Mark leads 
worship at LakeRidge Methodist 
Church in Lubbock. 

DR. KELVIN HODGEST, BSOE’03, 
completed his doctorate in education 
in July 2019. He is an assistant 
principal at Brewer High School in 
the White Settlement (Texas) ISD. He 
is married to LAMONICA THOMAS, 
BSOE’02.

JONATHON HURT, BS’09, was 
named Oklahoma’s Region 6 Girls 
Basketball Coach of the Year for 
2019-20. Jon is head coach at Vanoss 
Public Schools and was head coach 
of the small east girls all-state team. 
He is engaged to Heather Robben, 
women’s assistant coach at East 
Central University.

KATHRYN STARNES JOHNSON, 
BSIS’09, and husband Matt welcomed 
a second son, NIale Thomas Johnson, 
on Nov. 19, 2019. Proud big brother 
Graham is four.

BOWDEN JONES, JR, BSOE’08, 
MBA’20, was named executive VP and 
chief consumer officer at FirstBank 
Southwest in Amarilllo after a long 
career at First Capital Bank.

ERNEST JONES, BSOE’03, and wife 
TANYANIKA, BSOE’01, are retired 
in San Antonio after 27 years in the 
US Army. Ernest is a member of the 
100 Black Men of San Antonio and 

mentors youth. Tanyanika is working 
on a master’s degree in homeland 
security.

JEFF KING, BSOE’08, was appointed 
to the Muleshoe (Texas) ISD Board 
of Trustees in October 2019. Jeff is 
production manager at Bamert Seed 
Company. He and wife SUZANNE, 
MAC’11, who is the Career and 
Technology Education at Muleshoe 
High, have two children: Isla, a second 
grader, and Rex, a kindergartener.

NATHANIEL LIVERMONT, BSOE’07, 
assumed command of the South 
Dakota Army National Guard’s 842nd 
Engineer Company in an October 
2019 ceremony. Nathaniel has more 
than 22 years of combined service 
in the US Air Force and the South 
Dakota Guard. He and wife Shaylon 
have three children: Mayson, Hudson 
and Nova. 

JESSICA AMADOR MARTINEZ, 
BSIS’08, MEd’11, and husband Mario 
welcomed a son, Alijah Jude Obadiah 
Martinez, on April 2, 2020. Jessica is a 
teacher in the Plainview ISD.

COLLEEN TREVITHICK McELWAIN, 
BSIS’05, and husband Josh welcomed 
their second daughter, Brexlyn 
Dale Louise McElwain, on May 18, 
2019. Proud big sister Brayleigh is 
2 ½. Colleen teaches school in Fort 
Morgan, Colo.

MARK MERLO, BSOE’03, died Aug. 
28, 2019, at age 58. He served 26 years 
in the US Air Force, then worked as 
Director of Education and Training 
for Pizza Patron. Survivors include 

wife Sherri, five children, eight 
grandchildren and two sisters.     

JACKIE MOHLER, BSOE’05, was 
promoted to clinical director at 
Family Outreach in Helena, Mont. 
Jackie is a licensed behavior analyst 
and has worked for the organization 
since 2007. 

RODNEY NEISS, BSOE’06, MAM’09, 
retired from the US Air Force in 2019 
and relocated to Virginia, where 
he works for Alion Science and 
Technology, working in support of 
the acquisition program for the F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter. He is married to 
Kimberly.

RYAN PERCIVALLE, BSOE’03, and 
wife Jennifer live in Nevada, where he 
started a new job as disabled veteran 
outreach program specialist for the 
state in December. He is a veteran of 
the US Air Force.

MARIANA RODRIGUEZ, BSOE’07, is 
an evaluator in the BAS/BCM office 
at Wayland. She and husband Ernest 
are proud of two sons currently 
attending Wayland, JARED and J.J.  

JULIE ROGERS, BSOE’04, 
was named senior risk control 
consultant for Insgroup in Houston 
in September. Julie has nearly 20 
years of experience in loss control at 
companies including Travelers, AIG 
and Trane. She is a certified safety 
professional and holds a master’s 
degree from Eastern Kentucky 
University.
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EARL SCARBOROUGH, BSOE’03, 
died Jan. 7, 2020, at age 60. Survivors 
include wife Peggy, a son, four 
stepchildren, five grandchildren, one 
great-granddaughter and two siblings.

MELISSA SOLIZ SCOTT, MEd’09, is 
a coordinator and trainer for Early 
Childhood Education in Lubbock after 
working in a similar role for the YWCA 
of Lubbock for ten years. She and 
husband Brett, a musician, have a son 
in the US Army and two daughters in 
high school.

JAMES SERCEY, BA’09, and wife 
CALLIE, EX, welcomed their third 
child, a son named Shepherd Michael 
Sercey, on Dec. 29, 2019. Proud 
siblings include Adlee, 5, and Maylee, 2. 
The Serceys live in Hurst, where James 
is student minister at Church at the 
Cross. 

EMILY ROBINSON SIRKEL, BA’07, and 
husband Geoff welcomed their third 
child, Josiah Austin Woodrow Sirkel, 
on Nov. 20, 2019. Proud big sisters are 
Adelade, 6, and Eleanor, 4. The Sirkels 
are missionaries in Honduras. 

MICHELLE APODACA SMITH, BM’03, 
and husband Garrett welcomed a 
second child, a daughter named 
Gracelynn Margaret Smith, on July 16, 
2019. Michelle retired recently from 
teaching music in Albuquerque.

CRYSTAL STAHL, BSiS’01, MEd’11, and 
husband VERN, BA’01, MEd’13, both 
teach in the Kerrville ISD and live on 
a ranch where they raise longhorns. 
They have three sons: Christian, 14, 

Joseph, 8, and Levi, 6, and all three 
show the family’s longhorns.

DUSTIN STEPHENS, BBA’06, and his 
family have moved to Wyoming, where 
he is pastor of outreach and missions 
for Sheridan Wesleyan Church. 
They previously served five years 
as missionaries in Haiti with Global 
Partners. The Stephenses have four 
children: Ainsley, 10, Piper, 6, Cora, 4, 
and Leighton, 2.

MICHELLE WHITFILL TAYLOR, 
BM’00, was named Teacher of the 
Year at Crockett Middle School in the 
Pecos-Barstow-Toyah ISD, where she 
has worked for five years. Husband 
Russell is band director at Crockett. 

LEON TERRELL SR, BSOE’05, died 
April 17, 2020, at age 65. He served 
24 years in the US Air Force, then 
worked in civil service for 17 years. 
Survivors include three children, nine 
grandchildren, one great-grandchild 
and four siblings.

CHARLES THOMPSON, MEd’09, 
and wife Lloydene live in Iowa Park, 
Texas, where he is retired from public 
school education. He owns The 
Virtual Meet Experience, an academic 
program for schools that compete in 
UIL or TAPPS academic meets. The 
couple is building a barndominium in 
Azle, where they plan to move when 
Lloydene retires in two years and be 
closer to their three children and six 
grandchildren.

JOHN TRISCHITTI, BA’00, was named 
executive director of the Midland 

(Texas) Development Corporation in 
June 2019 after spending eight years 
leading the Midland County Public 
Library system. John and wife DIANA, 
BS’02, have five children: Jay, 18, Olivia, 
15, Dean, 11, Charlotte, 9, and Paul, 7.

PHILLIP WEAVER, BSOE’06, and 
wife Sumiko moved to San Antonio in 
April to work for the US Army at Fort 
Sam Houston after being stationed in 
Japan with the US Navy. 

ALAN YARBROUGH, BM’06, is 
worship pastor at First Baptist Church 
in Justin, Texas. He previously served 
a church in Andrews for 11 years and 
was a teacher in Southlake Carroll ISD.  
Alan and wife Sara have three children: 
Payton, 8; Jude, 6, and Levi, 3. 2010s

2010s

PAZ ACOSTA, BA’18, and wife Peyton 
welcomed their first child, Crew 
Prospero Acosta, on March 26, 2019. 
The Acostas live in San Antonio, where 
Paz is outside territory manager for 
ASCO. 

RHONDA ALLEN, BSOE’11, lives in San 
Antonio, where she is a senior process 
engineer at USAA. She and husband 
Jeff celebrate their 20th anniversary 
in 2020. They have a new Bernedoodle 
named Amalfi.

THOMAS ARMSTRONG, BAS’13, lives 
in Kennesaw, Ga., where he is retired 
from a career in the US Air Force and 
was a driver guide Holland America 
Princess until 2018. He and wife Joy 
have been married 44 years.
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TIPPY ATKINS, AAS’17, died March 
11, 2020, at age 52. Tippy became 
a minister, recovery group leader 
and recovery coach coordinator 
at CODAC Behavioral Health after 
recovering from her own addiction. 
Survivors include six children and 
seven grandchildren.  

ALEXIA BARTHOLOMEW, BAS’19, 
self-published her first book in March 
2020 titled “Father, Give Me the 
Heart,” available on Amazon.com. She 
is a veteran of the US Army.

DR. ADRIEN BENNINGS, MBA’10, 
was named sixth president of Kellogg 
Community College in Michigan in 
January 2020. She previously served 
as VP for Finance and Administration 
at Clovis (NM) Community College. 
She earned her PH.D. in educational 
administration from Texas Tech. 

HOPE BEYER, MAM’14, has moved 
to Corpus Christi, Texas, where she is 
librarian and head of public services 
at Del Mar College. She previously 
served the library at South Plains 
College.

JAREK BLACK, BA’19, and wife Sela 
were married on Dec. 21, 2019. Jarek 
recently joined the Idalou (Texas) 
ISD as a sixth-grade teacher and an 
assistant coach at the high school in 
three sports.

TIMOTHY BREEDEN, BAS’19 with 
honors, was named commercial loan 
officer at Northrim Bank in Wasilla 
in September. He has 15 years of 
experience in the financial industry, 
10 as a lender. 

EMILY BROWN, BS’17 with honors, 
moved to San Antonio in late 2019, 
where she works as a recreation aid 
at Lackland Outdoor Recreation. 

KIANA BULLARD BROWN, BA’10, 
and husband Bradley welcomed their 
second child, a daughter named 
Quille Rose Brown, on Aug. 5, 2019. 
Proud big brother Paxton is 4. The 
family lives in Louisville, where Kiana 
is director of operations at Love Thy 
Neighborhood.

STEVEN BRUSH, BAS’17, was named 
Chief of Police in Canyon, Texas, in 
April after serving the same position 
in Tulia and more than 30 years in law 
enforcement. Brush is a veteran of 
the Marine Corps.

RAYFIELD BUMBRY, BAS’18, lives 
in San Antonio, where he has a new 
job as Epic EMR application analyst 
and medical laboratory scientist for 
University Health System. 

TAMRA BURKHART, BA’17, and 
husband BLAKE, BS’17, live in Waco, 
where she recently took a job in 
the registrar’s office at Baylor. Blake 
works at McClennan Community 
College as Highlander Central 
assistant.

TREVOR BURKHEAD, BS’13, was 
named Lone Star Varsity Boys Soccer 
Coach of the Year for 2019-20. In the 
first four years of the soccer program 
at Lubbock Cooper High School, 
Trevor lead the Pirates to two district 
championships. Trevor was part of 
Wayland’s first men’s soccer team in 
2009.

NARA CARNEY, BAS’18, has a new job 
with the State of Alaska in the Office 
of Children’s Services. She lives in 
Anchorage.

TYSON CARTHEL, BS’14, was named 
Teacher on the Rise for March 2020. 
Tyson teaches social studies and 
coaches One Act Play at Floydada 
High School. The award sponsored by 
Mrs. Baird’s included a $100 United 
gift card and other prizes. Tyson is 
working toward a master’s degree in 
history at Wayland.

REBECCA BALLINGER CLARK, BM’10, 
and husband Robert bought their 
first home in Overland Park, Kan. 
Rebecca is manager of independent 
and corporate giving for the 
Harriman-Jewell Series, a presenter of 
performing arts in Kansas City.

JESSICA PRUITT CONNOT, BSIS’14, 
married Wade Connot on March 
17. Jessica is a preschool special 
education a teacher for Sherman 
ISD. She has four children: Justess, 
11; Jackson, 9; Journee, 6; and Jolee, 
born Feb. 18, 2020.

LARRY DAY, BAS’18, and wife Miyuki 
live in Ewa Beach, Hawaii, where he 
has been senior mission planner for 
Lockheed Martin since April 2019. 

KRISTA DUFFIELD, BS’16, lives in 
Lubbock, where she is an eighth-
grade math teacher in the Frenship 
ISD. 

LAURYN BRUGGINK EDMONDS, 
BS’16 with honors, completed her 
Doctor of Physical Therapy degree 
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at Hardin-Simmons University in 
2018 and is a physical therapist at 
Harnett Woods and Cornerstone 
nursing facilities. She and husband 
Mark live in Fayetteville, NC, where he 
is stationed with the US Army 82nd 
Airborne Division.

CHLOE MANNING EVANS, BS’17, 
married LOGAN EVANS, BBA’16, 
MBA’18, on June 15, 2019. The couple 
lives in Lubbock, where Chloe is adult 
mental health service coordinator 
at StarCare Specialty Health System. 
Logan is a management trainee at 
Enterprise Rent-A-Car.

DANIELLE FLEMING, BSN’14, and 
husband RANDALL, BCM’11, live 
in Vermillion, S.D., where she is an 
instructor for the nursing program 
at University of South Dakota. The 
couple has four sons, Jonathan, Dean, 
Roy and Andrew. 

MADDIE MURPHREE FLORES, BA’17, 
married Jarad Flores on July 27, 2019. 
The couple lives in Farwell, Texas, 
where Maddie is a 6th grade science 
teacher and high school basketball 
coach. Jarad teaches agriculture. 

TRINA FORCEY, BAS’18, and husband 
Tyrone live in San Antonio, where 
she is business office manager at the 
Diabetes and Glandular Disease Clinic. 
They are excited to welcome their 
first grandchild in August 2020 to 
daughter Ebony Feggins. 

DIANA GARCIA, BSIS’11 and husband 
Amos Rodriguez welcomed a 
daughter, Gracelyn Rose Rodriguez, 

on Sept. 25, 2019. Diana is a teacher in 
the Plainview ISD. 

DANANAI SEMWAYO GARDNER, 
BA’13, was sworn in on January 
8 as assistant district attorney in 
the 11th Prosecutorial District in 
North Carolina. She earned her law 
degree from North Carolina Central 
University in 2017. She and husband 
SHERMON, MBA’14, live in Durham, 
where he works in information 
technology. They have two children, 
Adam, 4, and Zvinashe, born July 2, 
2019. 

JASON GRIFFIN, BA’11, and wife 
Stephanie welcomed their first child, 
a son named Elliott Prince Griffin, on 
April 15, 2020. The Griffins live in Katy, 
where Jason is a coach and teacher in 
the Cypress-Fairbanks ISD. 

JENNIFER HAMMOURI, BAS’17, and 
husband Nayel welcomed a son, 
Dominic, on Oct. 17, 2019. Proud 
siblings include Isaak, 18, Leila, 13, and 
Nile, 7. 

AYRIAL HIRACHETA, BA’18, lives in 
Lubbock, where she is working on 
a master’s degree in counseling at 
Lubbock Christian. She works as a 
community assistant at Raiders Pass. 

JAMES HOLDER, BA’12, and wife 
LAURA, BSIS’09, welcomed their 
fourth child, Anastasia Hope Holder, 
on Oct. 31, 2019. Proud older 
siblings include Zoe, 6, Sophia, 5, 
and Thaddeus, 2. The family lives in 
Odessa, where James teaches 7th 
grade English. 

DR. JESSI HOWARD, BS’11, welcomed 
a daughter, Alex Jade, on Nov. 
18, 2019. Jessi is a dentist with 
Arrowhead Foothills Dentistry and 
lives in Glendale, Ariz. 

JADE JONES, BA’17, lives in 
Georgetown, Texas, where she is a 
middle school intervention teacher 
and a track and volleyball coach.

KHRYSTYNE ECKERD KILGORE, 
BA’10, and husband William 
welcomed their first child, a daughter 
named Ginger Evangeline Kilgore, 
on Sept. 10, 2019. The Kilgores live in 
Lubbock, where Khrystyne works at 
LakeRidge Methodist Church.

PAULA KING-HARPER, BSOE’13, self-
published a new book in November 
titled Prosperous Living Devotional: 
Journal of Intention, available in 
print or e-book through Amazon.
com, BarnesandNoble.com and the 
publisher’s website, XulonPress.com. 
Paula is working on a master’s degree 
in biblical counseling at Southwestern 
Seminary and is a volunteer minister 
at Dodd Field Chapel on Joint Base 
Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio, 
where she lives with husband 
JeRome.

SHAWN LANGSTON, BS’11, MEd’13, 
’18, and wife SARAH, BSIS’10, MEd’13, 
welcomed their third child, a son 
named Maddux Robert Langston, 
on June 8, 2020. Proud big sisters 
are Madilyn, 4, and Harper, 2. Sarah 
is a pre-K teacher at Kress (Texas) 
Elementary, and Shawn is elementary 
principal and baseball coach in Kress.
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BARRY LYONS, BS’18, and wife 
ROSSANNA (RAMOS), BA’18, 
welcomed their first child, a son 
named Immanuel Jeret Lyons III, 
on May 25, 2019. The Lyons family 
lives in Allen, where Barry works as a 
recruiter for MGA Homecare. 

MICHAEL McCLEARY, BSOE’10, and 
wife Serena live in Guam, where he 
is assistant director of enrollment 
management and operations for 
the University of Maryland Global 
Campus. 

MARK McRAE, BAS’16, died Dec. 20, 
2019, at age 46. He worked for the 
San Antonio ISD for 15 years, most 
recently as manager of technical 
services and field operations. 
Survivors include wife Tamra, three 
children, his mother, four siblings and 
two grandmothers. 

KATIE JO MORRIS, BA’13, and 
husband Matthew welcomed their 
first child, a daughter named Jeri 
Madilyn Morris, on July 4, 2019. Katie 
Jo works for Communities in Schools 
in Floydada, and Matthew is an officer 
with the Plainview Police.

SETH MYERS, BAS’19, and wife Janay 
moved in the spring to Belgium with 
the U.S. Army for three years with 
the military police. He plans to begin 
work on a graduate degree soon.

MEGAN SUMMERS NEUBERGER, 
BSIS’16, and husband Michael 
welcomed their first child, a daughter 
named Ruby Jane Neuberger, on 
April 3, 2020. Megan is a teacher in 
the Amarillo ISD. Proud grandparents 

include CAROL SUMMERS, BA’86, 
and husband JOHN, EX’86.

RAMONICA PIERCE, BAS’11, died 
Jan. 26, 2020, at age 45. She was a 
counselor for the Potter County 
Community Supervision and 
Corrections department for three 
years. Survivors include partner 
Shannon, two children and three 
siblings.

TARA POND, BSN’11, and husband 
WILLIAM, BA’10, welcomed their 
second child, a son named Charlie 
Earl Pond, on Jan. 27, 2020. Proud 
big sister Elliot is 2. The family lives in 
Plainview, where William is a funeral 
director at Kornerstone Funeral 
Directors working with his father, 
STEVEN POND, BSOE’98. Tara is a 
nurse.

HENRY REYES, MPA’12, MAM’17, 
graduated from the FBI National 
Academy in March 2020. Henry 
works as a chief deputy at the Tarrant 
County Sheriff’s Office in Fort Worth, 
Texas. He is married to MICHELLE, 
BAS’17.

JODI SCHUMACHER, BS’13, and 
husband CALEB, BS’13, welcomed 
a second daughter, Braylee Lynn 
Schumacher, on Nov. 27, 2019. Proud 
big sister is Brynlee, 3. The family lives 
in Lubbock, where Jodi teaches at 
Coronado High School and Caleb is a 
regional manager with Easy Backyard 
Storage. The couple also has a 
woodworking business, C&J Wood 
Farms.

TYLER SEWARD, BA’17, completed 
his master’s degree in music theory 
in 2019. He and wife HEATHER, 
BM’17, live in Sunray, Texas, where 
Tyler teaches 7th and 8th grade social 
studies and both are assistant band 
directors.

BRADLEY SHAW, BS’17, married 
Jayde Marie Thomas on July 13, 2019, 
in Lubbock. Bradley is a middle school 
teacher and coach in Lubbock, and 
Jayde in a nurse at Covenant Medical 
Center.

MANNY SILVA, BA’18, lives in Waco, 
where he is working on a graduate 
degree at Baylor’s Truett Seminary. 
He is also associate college minister 
at Columbus Avenue Baptist Church. 

BART STATON, BCM’15, and 
ELIZABETH JOHNSON, BM’17, were 
married Aug. 17, 2019. The couple lives 
in Post, Texas, where Bart is youth 
minister at First Baptist Church. 

TAMYRA MENSAH STOCK, BS’17, 
won the gold medal at the World 
Wrestling Championships in 
September 2019. The win qualified 
the USA for 2020 Olympic Games 
in Tokyo (since postponed due to 
the pandemic). Tamyra and husband 
JACOB, a current WBU student, live 
in Colorado Springs, where she trains 
with Team USA representing Titan 
Mercury Wrestling.

KYLER TEMPLETON, BS’14, was 
promoted to head athletic trainer at 
Lubbock’s Monterey High School in 
2019 after working for several years 
on the campus. 
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wayland truewayland true
The spring term is always one of 
my favorites with travel, graduation 
celebrations and summer planning. 

Then someone turned my snow 
globe upside down. Suddenly 
we were thrust into an alumni 
relations world that was solely 
online, reaching out to folks and 
trying to provide relevant content 
for your lives as you all went on 
lockdown. Travel plans had to 
change dramatically. Life was not 
easy.

But God is still good. He reminded 
me often through the lives of our 
Wayland alumni that He is still in 
control and still working. From 
those frontline medical personnel 

who served faithfully to the 
creative pastors who continued 
to minister from a distance, our 
alumni database is full of essential 
personnel who are making a 
difference – regardless of how the 
government defines their jobs. 

The pandemic quarantine 
has driven home for me the 
importance of relationships, 
of deeper connections and 
purposeful communication. 
It has changed how I relate to 
people, and I’m sure you are the 
same. Friendships like those you 
made at Wayland are valuable, 
and many “reconnections” have 
occurred via online platforms like 
Zoom. 

The pandemic wreaked havoc 
everywhere, and Wayland was hit 
as well. As we struggle to complete 
our Impact 2020 campaign in the 
wake of this, please be prayerful 
about your own involvement. Any 
level of participation will help us 

reach the goal and provide a better 
environment for students. Your 
university needs your help more 
than ever before.

Teresa Young
Director of Alumni Relations

Teresa Young
Alumni Director

MILICENT THORNTON, BAS’17, lives 
in Lubbock, where she is a manager 
with Amerigroup. She is also working 
toward her master’s degree in 
counseling.

SHERYL WALTON, BSOE’11, is a 
senior IT manager living in Pittsburg, 
Calif. She welcomed her first 
grandchild in February 2020. 

KRISANN EARP WATSON, BSIS’12, 
and husband Will welcomed their 
fourth child, a son named Jack Fields 
Watson, on June 20, 2019. Proud big 
siblings are Warner, 4, and Judah, 2. 
Daughter Julianne died in 2016. The 
Watsons recently moved to Plainview, 
where Krisann will be a diagnostician 
with the Plainview ISD and Will heads 
to law school at Texas Tech.

TORI POLLARD WARNER, BA’18, 
was married to Juan-Diego Warner 
in 2018 and moved to Farwell, Texas, 
where she is an office assistant at 
Warner Seeds.

TYLER WAYMAN, MEd’16, was 
named in June to the National 
Association of Basketball Coaches 
2020 Under Armour 30-Under-30 list 
recognizing the nation’s best men’s 
college coaches under age 30. Tyler 
is assistant coach at Rogers State 
University in Claremore, Okla. and 
previously served two seasons as an 
assistant for the Pioneer Basketball 
team at WBU. 

ELIZABETH WILLIAMS, BA’14, and 
husband CALEB, BBA’14, welcomed 
their third child, Ainsley Joy Williams, 
on April 8, 2020. Proud big siblings 

include Caden, 3, and Brooklyn, 2. The 
Williams family lives in Albuquerque.

DALE ZMUDA, BSOE’11, and wife 
Heather live in Dayton, Ohio, where 
he is a government contractor for 
the US Air Force. Dale retired in 2019 
after 30 years in the Air Force, his last 
role as superintendent for the HQ 
Air Force Space Command Inspector 
General.

2020s

JIMMY JOHNSON, BAS’20, was 
promoted to Assistant Police Chief 
for the Amarillo Police Department in 
May. He has served 32 years with the 
department.
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Keep your legacy going!

Little did I know when I walked onto the Wayland campus in 
January 1990 as a transfer student, my legacy would continue 
in 2020!  My time at Wayland was filled with friendships and 
memories that are too numerous to count.  

As my children were growing up, I would tell them stories of my time at 
Wayland and about the amazing people I encountered.  As the time came 

for my first daughter to begin college tours, I 
encouraged her to visit Wayland.  In February 
2018, she decided to attend WBU as a camp and 
recreation management major. Since being a 
student at Wayland, Allison has found her place. 
She has grown in her faith as well as educationally. 
She will continue to build lifelong memories.  

Now, because of the care and attention she 
received from the professors in the School of 
Music, my youngest daughter Keely is excited to 
attend Wayland in Fall of 2020 and is ready to 
pursue her degree in music education.  

My husband did not attend Wayland, but soon fell in love with the school 
and quality education students receive while there.  He is now a Pioneer!  

I am proud to be a Pioneer!  I am now pursuing my master’s degree 
in Education Administration through Wayland! I am honored that the 
Pioneer legacy will continue!” 

Heather Qualls Kirk, BA’93

Share your WBU experience with your children too!
Contact Teresa at (806) 291-3600 to set up a tour for your legacy student!

See our website for scholarship opportunities at www.wbualumni.com!
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Porsche Driver
Porsche Driver might not be the first Wayland student to 
hold an area pageant title, but she well may be one of the 
only women to get to hold it for an additional year.

Porsche, who just completed her freshman year online 
along with the rest of her WBU Plainview peers, won 
the title of Miss Lubbock in November 2019. She’s been 
preparing to represent the South Plains at the Miss Texas 
(America) pageant held every June in Fort Worth.

Then a little thing called coronavirus happened.

The pageant was first postponed to August then canceled 
altogether for 2020 due to scheduling issues among the 
state pageants. So Porsche gets to keep her crown for 
another year until Miss Texas in June 2021.

Until then, she’ll stay busy as a Wayland student majoring 
in vocal performance and active as a member of Wayland’s 
cheer and dance team and a saxophonist in the Pioneer 
Marching Band. 

She’s been familiar with pageants just about as long as she 
has known about Wayland – her whole life. Mom Kayla was 
a pageant regular and competed for Miss Texas herself, 
then making the finals at the Mrs. Texas pageant once she 
married. And Kayla was a Wayland alumnus, leaving school 
in the 1990s after she married then returning years later to 
finish her bachelor’s degree and earn a master’s degree in 
education.

“Mom was in pageants growing up, so she put me in them 
ever since I was a baby,” says Porsche. “Luckily, I loved it 
as well and got to follow in her footsteps. It’s been a lot of 
fun.”

It was also no surprise that Kayla began encouraging her 
daughter to attend her alma mater. When Porsche got 
invited to join the cheer squad – just as her mom did – she 
knew this was her home. 

“It has really helped me to be close since she has been able 
to be there and encourage me,” says Porsche, whose family 
lives in Happy. “I didn’t realize what a struggle it would be to 
transition to college, and I am so grateful I’ve been close to 
my mom so she could be there for me.”

The pageant life is something Porsche still enjoys, and 
the opportunity to earn money for her education is a 
big appeal. She competed previously in the Miss Texas 
Outstanding Teen pageants, but this will be her first try at 
the adult state pageant.

“It really helps me with my confidence. It takes a lot to go 
up on stage and literally have people judging you. But it is 
so much more than what you’re wearing on stage,” she says, 
adding that her platform, “Making a Positive Impact in a 
Negative World” is something she enjoys sharing.

“If you are not positive about yourself and kind to yourself, 
you can’t be that way for other people. We try to be copies 
of others, but God made us as we are and we can’t be 
someone else. We need to embrace the uniqueness God 
gave us and be strong in that.”

Student Spotlight

Porsche Driver
2019 Miss Lubbock
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Two trips on 
tap for 2021
If you’re itching to travel soon, the Wayland Alumni 
Travel program has some great options for you 
for 2021. One is a new trip just unveiled this spring, 
and the other is rescheduled from Summer 2020 
thanks to COVID restrictions. 

“Unfortunately, our much-anticipated overseas 
tour of Austria and Germany had to be postponed, 
so we’ve opted to reprise that trip in 2021,” said 
Teresa Young, alumni director. “We will be seeing 
all the same beautiful sights and attractions from 
our initial tour, with the exception of the Passion 
Play at Oberammergau. Dr. and Mrs. Hall are still 
hosting us and they are excited to share some of 
their favorite spots in that area.”

The dates of the tour will be June 29 through July 
9, very close to our original dates. The price will be 
locked in for the land portion of the trip, but there 
may be some increase in airfare from Dallas-Fort 
Worth once the airlines get past the spring travel 
restrictions. The land portion is around $3,675, 
and the airfare is estimated to be around $1,100 
additionally.

“There is room for us to add another dozen 
travelers to our group, so if you had interest early 
on and would like to join us, please contact me for 
more information,” said Young.

Launched in February, the May 2021 tour of 
Washington, D.C. is still on track. The six-day 
tour is organized by Collette Tours as one of the 
“Spotlight” tours, allowing guests to settle into 
one single hotel for the entirety of the tour and 
be shuttled to each day’s sightseeing excursions 
together.

“We are also planning to meet up with other 
alumni in the D.C. and Baltimore area while we are 
there during one of our free nights, so that’s an 
added bonus that our participants will enjoy,” said 
Young. “This trip is a great opportunity to see the 
highlights from American history up close. It really 
brings our nation’s past to life when you are in 
those places.”

For more information on trip registration, contact 
the Alumni Office at (806) 291-3600.

Wayland Alumni Travel
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Classic Austria & Germany at a Glance
• Dates: June 29-July 9, 2021

• Hosted by Dr. and Mrs. Bobby Hall, WBU President and First Lady

• Trip cost estimated at around $4770 (double-occupancy)

• Includes airfare from Dallas-Fort Worth International, breakfast daily, six dinners, sightseeing, first-
class hotel accommodations and taxes

• Highlights include Heidelberg, the Rhine Valley, Vienna, Salzburg, Innsbruck, Munich and Rothenberg 
as well as the Eagle’s Nest

• $800 per person deposit due at registration, final payment due by February 2021

Spotlight Tour: Washington, D.C. at a Glance
• Dates: May 13-18, 2021

• Cost per person: $2,399 (double-occupancy)

• Hosted by Teresa Young, alumni director

• Includes airfare from Dallas-Fort Worth, breakfast daily, six dinners, sightseeing and transportation, 
first-class hotel accommodations and taxes

• Highlights include the White House, national monuments and the Smithsonian, Arlington Cemetery, 
Mount Vernon and free time to explore features like the Museum of the Bible and more

• $500 per person deposit due at registration, payment plans available

Arlington Cemetery

Lincoln Memorial

Schonbrunn PalaceEagles NestBavarian Alps



The Flying Queens women’s basketball 
program added a milestone to its already 
storied history when teams from 1948-82 
were inducted as a whole into the Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame during a weekend of 
festivities in Springfield, Mass. The centerpiece 
was the induction ceremony on Sept. 6, 
2019, held at the historic Symphony Hall 
and followed by a reception hosted by WBU 
Advancement at the Sheraton Hotel. Wayland 
President Dr. Bobby Hall and former player 
Linda Pickens Price, president of the Flying 
Queens Foundation, represented the program 
at each event officially, but dozens of former 
Flying Queens turned out for the festivities. 
Other events included a reunion evening 
with previous Hall of Fame inductees and a 
Saturday evening gala and ring ceremony.

Hall of Fame

Hall of Fame jacketHall of Fame trophy

Hall of Fame ring



Flying Queens Kaye Garms, Rita Colman and Cookie Barron 
show off their tickets to the Enshrinement Ceremony.

Dr. Hall and Linda Price 
receive the trophy for 
Wayland during the ceremony.

Former Queen Carolyn Bush Roddy 
is all smiles on the VIP staircase 
to the induction ceremony at 
Symphony Hall.
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Graduation in a Box!
Plainview native Stormie De la Garza gets a surprise delivery from Pioneer Pete and Alumni Association president Bradley Sell, who presented 
her graduation regalia and celebratory goodies in a specially designed box. Since May 2020 seniors were unable to have a live graduation 
ceremony, the Alumni office prepared boxes to help celebrate on their own. Many are coming back to campus in December to participate in 
that ceremony.


